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TOUGH the title of this little piece be, The 
divine right of a CHRISTIAN, the author 
would by no means inſinuate, that men in general 
have not a right to judge and aft for themſelves, 
in whatever relates to the affairs of religion . 
Quite the reverſe. For he is fully perſuaded, 
that abjolute liberty in thoſe matters, provided 


wwe do not moleſt our fellow-citizens by ſuch li- 


berty, is a right eſſential to our nature as reaſon- 
able creatures, ſubjeft to the univerſal Sovereign 
and Fudge : a right which every individual holds, 


independently of all others; and for the abuſe of 


which (ſo far as that abuſe is merely perſonal) he 
is accountable only to God. 


But the reaſon why the mk al Him- 


ſelf to Chriſtians particularly, is, partly the in- 


attention which many of them diſcover towards 
the rule of their religion, and partly (what 1s 


indeed a conſequence of the former) their believ- 


ing and prattifing ſeveral things on the authority 
of others merely, which have not, even themſelves 


being judges, the leaſt foundation either in the 


writings of Chriſt or of his apoſtles. Theſe things 
he has obſerved with a conſi derable degree both 


of aſtoniſhment and concern : he therefore thinks 


it his duty to bear a teſtimony againſt fuch 1 
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iv A» PREF ACE. 
e though he has ſufficient ni to 0 
lieue, that no conſiderable alteration will be cf- 
fected by any thing he can urge, fince writings 
of this kind are but little read, and full befs 
regarded. 

I, however, any thing contained in the 1 
ing pages, be influential over even a few, fo as 
to excite in them a growing regard to the ſcrip- 
tures, he ſhall think that a real ſervice is done 
10 the cauſe of Chriſtianity ; and, in this view, 
it will give him conſiderable pleaſure, — Conſcious 
that the religion of Feſus in all its parts, wants 
nothing to recommend it, but an honeſt, diſpaſſi- 
onate enquiry into its nature, evidences, and re- 
wards, he is defirous to contribute what lies in 
his power, that its profeſſors may be acquainted 
with it in its native purity. And as he is clearly 
of opinion, that, of all others, the greateſt mean 
to obtain ſuch an acquaintance, is to be conver -_ 
ant with the ſacred writings, eſpecially the New 
Teſtament ; ſo to engage all the profeſſed diſciples 
/ Feſus, to draw their religion from that only 
genuine ſource, is the motive that induced him to 
publiſh this tract. 
Since, however, it would be premature, and 
even culpable, to enforce the exerciſe of a right, 
had not the right itſelf a real exiſtence ; the au- 
thor has produced the proof of its being actually 
contained in the great charter of the Chriſtian's 
privileges, and he flitters himſelf the proof is 
clear and deciſive. Other arguments, he doubts 
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not, and perhaps equally as ſtrong as any, he has 
urged, may be drawn from the ſame ſource. But, 
fince thoſe he has brought into view, appear to 
him entirely ſufficient for the purpoſe he intends 
them, he was unwilling to protract the ſubject to 
a greater length; eſpecially as he is defirous it 
may be read by thoſe Chriſtians, who have it not 
in their power to lay out much money in the pur- 


chaſe of books. : 

4 Should any of his readers think that there are 
| ame expreſſions he has uſed which feem too flrong , 
} and may be thought to militate againſt that due 
| ſubordination which Political or Civil Society re- 


quires ; he aſſures them Religious liberty is the 
fole object he has in view : and ſhould there be 
1. any ſentences in the following tract, where the 
| Chriſtian's right is aſſerted, and the term religi- 
ous is not expreſſed, he begs, once for all, that 1 
they may be conſidered as correſponding with the —_— 
contents of the title page. | © 
It is of little concern to him what names Chrif- 

_ tians may be called by, whether as terms of dif- 
linction, or names of reproach, ſince theſe make 
no alteration in the nature of Chriſtianity. But mY 
he is concerned, nay even anxiouſly defirous, that Wl 
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* Should any reader of this tract be deſirous of 
| knowing the author's ſentiments with reſpect to Civil, 23 
or Political duties, he refers them to a Sermon entitled, „ 
The Duty and Intereſt of Men as Members of Ciuil = 
Society : preached February 27, 1778. =_ 
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every diſciple of Feſus be able to give a ſcriptural 
reaſon both for what he believes and what he 
practiſes, fince a deficiency in this, in his opinion, 


reflects diſgrace on the Chriſtian character. hen 


e profeſſor of Chriſtianity, for example, is aſked 
Why he believes this doctrine, or practiſes that 
duty, how low, how mean, how diſgraceful is 
it for him to reply, It is contained in ſuch a con- 
feſſion, or it is believed and practiſed by this or 
the other man, who is eminent for his literature 
end piety! But when he can ſay Thus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles have taught, and thus they have 
commanded, and therefore I fo believe, and fo 


prattiſe, it is at once . „Juſt, and 
honourable / 


That every one who names the name of Chriſt, 
may be thus innſtructed, and furniſbed to every 
bead work, is the ſincere defa we of 


the reader's well-wi 1/her 
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The Introdudtion : 


from heaven. 


Now this right, WY” is certainly of all 
others the moſt valuable and important, is 
built on the following ſtable foundations : 
That religion, ſtrictly conſidered, is entirely 
a perſonal concern, and altogether foreign to 
the nature, object, and uſe, of civil magi- 
ſtracy :—That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1s the 
only ſovereign of conſcience ; which authority 


in which the Nature 6 
the right, and the Foundations it is built on, 


are briefly ſpecified. 


T HE right which is pleaded for in the 
following pages, conſiſts in A man's 


determining for himſelf in all matters of reli- 
gion, by exerciſing his own underſtanding on 
the Chriſtian ſcriptures : or, in other words, 
to embrace, profeſs, and defend, whatever he 
apprehends to be religious truth or duty, with- 
out diſcouragement or reſtraint from men. 
Such 1s the nature of that right J at preſent 
_ contend for; and I call it divine, becauſe (as 
I hope fully to prove by deciſive arguments) 
a Chriſtian is inveſted with it by credentials 
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he continues to exerciſe himſelf, and has not 
conſtituted any delegates : — That the ſacred 
ſcriptures arc a perfect rule in all religious 
concerns, containing whatever is neceſſary for 
us, as Chriftians, either to believe or to prac- 
tiſe :—and That every Chriſtian is, or may 
be, a competent judge of the various branches 
of revealed truth, at leaſt ſo far as $ relates to 
his everlaſting ſalvation, uy 


Theſe foundations are firm as a OW and 
can never be ſhaken by all the artillery either 
of earth or of hell. Here then the intelligent 

Chriſtian fixes his foot, and with the Bible in 
his hand (the grand repoſitory of his religion) 
repels the aſſaults of aſpiring men, whenever 
they attempt to make encroachments on him. 
On this baſis he eres his ſuperſtructure; 
which, from the nature of the materials it is 
compoſed of, as well as the foundations it 
reſts on, will bear the greateſt ſtorms that 
can be raiſed againſt it; and even appear in its 
higheſt magnificence, when both the world 

and the works of it are fallen to ruin. 
Meanwhile every good man will ſurely de- 
ſire, that the joyful period may come, when 
all who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſince- 
rity, ſhall be put into the full and undiſturbed 
poſſeſhon of this moſt valuable of all their 
rights: when the ſpirit of impoſition ſhall. 
totally retire from the world; or at leaſt only 
lurk in the gloomy hearts of few, as a beaſt 


To Freedom of Enquiry, &c. | 9 


bf prey in the caverns of the earth, not daring 


to approach the habitations of men: when, 


in a word, the ſcales ſhall fall from the eyes 
of ſuperſtition, and perſecution drop her iron 
rod; ſo that every Chriſtian ſhall have liberty 
to pay his devout acknowledgments to his 
Father, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, according 
to the dictates of his own conſcience, without 
the leaſt reſtraint in his heavenly employ ! 
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Kere, to prove the Chr: hien $ rights | 


5 UCH then, as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, are the general grounds of -the 
right I contend for; and I preſume they will be 
found ſufficient to ſupport it . In order how- 
ever to confirm ſo intereſting an object, and to 
evince that every Chriſtian is actually inveſted 
with ſuch a right, I will adduce a few plain, 
familiar arguments, drawn immediately from 
the original records of Chriſtianity ; which 
conſequently, I ſhould imagine, will be of 
weight with all who regard thoſe records, and 
be admitted as decifive and poſitive proof. 

It will be almoſt ſuperfluous, I ſuppoſe, to 
ſay that by the original records of CT 
I mean the New Teſtament particularly, the 
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only ſource whence all the privileges, as well 

as the duties, peculiar to a Chriſtian muſt be 
derived, or they will be often falſely, and al- 
ways precariouſly, eſtabliſhed. Up to this 
ſource then, which lies open to all, I would 
intreat my readers to take the pains to go; 
and I flatter myſelf that by all who do this, 
the following arguments will be both — 


ſtood and approved. 


SECTION * 


'S: HE firſt argument I ſhall make uſe of, 
in order to evince the right I have ſpe- 
cified, is founded on that plain declaration of 
Jeſus, whereby he expreſly prohibits his diſ- 
ciples from ſubmitting their conſciences to 


the authority of men. Call no man your fa- 
ther upon the earth; for one is your FATHER 


who is in heaven. Neither be ye called maſters : 


for one is your Mas TER, even Chrift. (Matt. 


23. 9, 10.) 
Now our Lord does not, certainly, forbid 
the uſe of thoſe appellations, father and maſ- 


ter, to children and ſervants ; fince ſuch a 


prohibition would be directly ſubverſive of 
that obedience and reverence which he elſe- 
where inculcates, as being juſtly due from 
theſe inferiors to thoſe their ſuperiors. We 


muſt then look out-for another ſenſe of the 


words : and I think the moſt obvious, the 


To Freedom of Enquiry, Ec. 11 


moſt natural, and by conſequence the only 
genuine meaning, is this: Beware that the 
obedience and reverence which are due from 
you to your earthly parents and maſters in 
civil concerns, do not influence you to obey. 
and reverence them as your guides and dic- 
tators in religious matters: but in whatever 
relates to your conſcience and religion, ever 
remember that there is one, and only one, 
Supreme Authority, to which you ſhould 
manifeſt an implicit ſubmiſſion. 
From this fingle declaration then it evi- 
dently appears, that ſo far as we obey the au- 
thority of men in matters of religion, ſo far 
we detract from the authority of Chriſt ; and, 
in reality, are proſtituting our nobleſt powers, 
which ought to be yielded to him alone. 
For, it ſhould ever be remembered, that Jeſus 
ſpoke this in direct oppoſition to the aſſumed 
authority of the Jewiſh rabbies, in deciding 
queſtions of their law ; ſo that he expreſly 
prohibits his diſciples from ever N ſuch 
authority. 
Obedience indeed, in all matters of this 
kind, to any authority leſs than divine, 18 
foto ſlavery ; whereby the mind is fetter- 
ed, and wholly deprived of its nobleſt liberty. 
And I may add, that, as there is no tyranny 
equally odious to God as tyranny over the 
conſcience ; ſo there is no ſlavery equally ig- 
nominious to man as a forced religion, Or a 
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worſhip impoſed on him by the fear of out- 


ward inconveniences. Till therefore this 
requiſition of your Divine Maſter, Chriſti- 
ans, be ſuperſeded, — till it be made appear 
that there is ſome other lawgiver to the Chriſ- 
tian church befides the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


_ (which I believe will never be done) your 


right to judge on whatever 1s propoſed to you 
by fallible men, and to a& conformably to 
the diftates of conſcience, will remain im- 
pregnable againſt every aſſailant. 

To advance a ſtep further in this argument : 
Does not this declaration of Chriſt plainly 
imply, that the right of liberty in matters of 
conſcience, ona to be conſidered as abſo- 
lately unalienable ? ONE is your Maſter. The 
plain meaning of which eee ce is, My 
diſciples ſhall have no other maſter but Me, 
nor ſubmit their conſciences to any authority 
but Mine alone. Being My ſervants, My 


will, and not another's, ought to be confid- 


ered by them as the rule of "their behaviour : 
nor can any of them preſcribe either the 


faith or duty of another, without ä | 


an unlawful dominion. 

Equally impoſſible undoubtedly it is, in 
Ale as in any other inſtance, to ſerve c 
maſters whoſe commands are oppoſite; and 
both of whom expect a prompt compliance 
with what they enjoin. Whenever then the 
voice of human authority requires ſubje&ion 


F „rr 8 
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to its decrees, the Chriſtian ſhould never for- 
get, that a voice far more authoritative than 
any human one, calls for his ſubmiſhon to 
a ſuperior and contrary mandate. Nay even 
ſuppoſing the voice of human authority 
ſhould coincide with the voice of Chriſt 
(which is the moſt favourable ſuppoſition 
that can be made, as in fact it rarely takes 
place) yet in that caſe, though the man who 
implicitly obeyed it would indeed profeſs what 
is right, he certainly would ds what is palpa- 
bly wrong, and be highly criminal in the 
fight of God. The reaſon of this is obvi- 
ous : ſuch a procedure is to exalt human 
authority into the place of divine, and de- 
claring, in fact, that man ought to be obeyed 
rather than God. Whereas, ONE is our 
Father who is in heaven ; who has an un- 
alienable right to our entire obedience; 
which we cannot deprive him of and con- 
tinue innocent, as we OTE? rob him of 


his juſt dominion. 


Make a proper Stine therefore, 
Chriſtians, between the rights which the 
powers of this world may juſtly claim, and 
the rights which peculiarly belong to God; 
ſince a clear diſtinction may certainly be 


made. Civil magiſtrates, by virtue of their 


office, are entitled both to our regard and 
our wibute, as far as they are the miniſters of 
God for good, and the neceſſary expences of 
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government require. Let theſe then be 
cheerfully and honourably given them. But, 


at the ſame time, ever remember that the 


rights of God are ſacred and inviolable; and 
that he, alone, is the Lord of conſcience, 
whoſe allegiance he claims as peculiarly his 
own. Whenever then thoſe rights are invad- 
ed by any of the powers of this world, reſo- 
lutely and perſeveringly oppoſe ſuch invaders ; 
and never under any pretence yield that ſub- 
miſſion to men, which you believe is the un- 
alienable property of God. Thus while on 
the one hand you cheerfully render to Cæ ſar 
the things which are Cæ ſar s, be no leſs ſolici- 


tous that, on the other, you render to God 


the things that are God's. 
8&2 CT1IONTIL 
Af a further argument to prove the Chriſti- 


an's right to freedom of enquiry, I would 
obſerve, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has ab- 
ſolutely diſcharged all His diſciples, and parti- 


eli His miniſters, from aſſuming an au- 


thority. over the conſciences of men, or even 
the fainteſt ſnadow of it. Others, ſays he, love 


the uppermeſt rooms at freaſti, and to be called 


of men, RABBI, RABBI. (Matt. 23. 6, 7.) 
They are fond of precedence, and pride them- 
ſelves on their rank, or their airy titles of hon- 
our; 1:1 conſequence of which they are ſo ar- 
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rogant as to expect an implicit ſubmiſſion 
to their deciſions, and a prompt obedience to 
their mandates. Being vain enough to ima- 
gine themſelves qualified as directors of con- 
ſcience, they ſet themſelves up for infallible 
guides, and would make their determinations 
an univerſal ſtandard. 

But, he adds, be not YE called Rabbi, nei- 
ther be YE called Maſters : never affect thoſe 
flattering titles from men, much leſs aſſume 
ſo extravagant an authority; and even if they 
ſhould at any time be reſpectfully given you, 
value not yourſelves on them, any further 
than as the appellations of an honourable 
office, which it is your duty, and ought to be 
your aim, to fill with credit to yourſelves and 
advantage to thoſe among whom you labour. 
But, then, never aſſume from thoſe titles a 


power of enſlaving the conſciences of men, 


nor ever diate to your fellow Chriſtians with 
a tone of magiſterial authority. On the con- 
trary, He that is greateſt among you, ſhall be 
your ſervant : ſo far from aſſuming or exerci- 
ſing a lordly dominion, or being ambitious 


to rule and oppreſs, the man who is truly the 


greateſt among you, will be ready to wait on 
the reſt, with all the condeſcenſion and afhi- 
duity of a ſervant. He will labour to en- 
lighten, convince, and perſuade yon, by mo- 
deſtly producing the moſt forcible arguments, 


3 . the difficulties that occur, 


| 


. 
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and laying every thing as much as poſſible 
open to your view, ſo that you may be ena- 


- bled to judge and act for yourſelves, and be 


ready always to give an anſwer to every man that 


Aſceth you a reaſon of the hope that is in you. 


Now theſe directions are evidently founded 
in conſummate wiſdom, and ſhew the author 


of them to be perfectly acquainted with hu- 
man nature. For the love of power is one 
of thoſe depraved principles, which operates 
ſtrongly in the human breaſt. Accordingly, 
aſpiring men in all ages, who have not been 
able to raiſe themſelves to the ſeat of temporal 


dominion, and yet feeling this principle o- 
perate powerfully in their hearts, have uſed 
every effort to acquire a ſpiritual juriſdiction 


over the conſciences of their brethren ; and 
in many caſes they have been by far too ſuc- 
ceſsful. But by ſuch a procedure they evi- 


dently ſhew, that they have imbibed a portion 


at leaſt of the ſpirit of Antichriſt, whoſe cha- 


rater is delineated by the apoſtle , as fitting 
in the temple of God, Sewing himſelf that he 


is God. (2 Theſſ. 2. 4.) For, I need not he- 


ſitate to affirm, that what power ſoever , Papal 
or Proteſtant (if ſuch a power deſerve the name 
of Proteſtant) afſumes an authority over con- 
ſcience, and would impoſe its decifions as the 


rule of faith or worſhip, is undoubtedly an 


uſurper of Divine honours, and as ſuch, bears 
the lineaments of the man fin. 
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; The apoſtles themſelves , who of all others 
had ſurely the faireſt claim to ſuch an autho- 

rity, plainly declared that they had no dominion 
over the faith of Chriſtians, but were helpers 
of their joy. (2 Cor, 1. 24.) When indeed 
they diſplayed their divine credentials, hen 
the lame walked, the blind ſaw, the dead re- 
turned to life, and the laws of nature were ſuſ- 
pended,--the doctrine they taught, ſupported 


by ſuch facts, as it laid a ſolid foundation for 


the faith of men, ſo it certainly claimed an 
abſolate regard. But, after all, they left the 
final deciſion to every man himſell, as the 
reſult of his perſonal conviction. 

Whenever then a perſon, or a number of 
perſons, of what deſcription or character ſo- 
ever, claims an authority in religious matters, 
their claim is no leſs than an uſurpation of 
the divine prerogative, and conſequently muſt 
be highly criminal in the ſight of God. Such 
a perſon, or collection of perſons, is guilty of a 
direct breach of Chriſt's command; and there- 

fore to enter a proteſt againſt ſo criminal a pro- 
_ cedure, is juſtifiable and honourable both before 
God and men. If then all human pretenfions 
to a juriſdiction over conſcience be abſolutely 
forbidden, if the great Head of the church 


have poſitively diſcharged his ſubjects from 


Ho any claims of ſo imperious a nature, 
the right of free enquiry follows of courle, as 
S 
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18 The Divine Right of a Chriſtian 
the duty and privilege of every Chriſtian .— 


Should any ftill think, that the obedience to 


Magiſtrates which the ſcripture enjoins, is 


incompatible with free enquiry, or an open 


profeſſion, eſpecially when reſtraining laws 
are enacted; -I would wiſh ſuch perſons to 


conſider, that the ſubjection to the higher 
powers which the New Teſtament inculcates 


on Chriſtians, relates only to civil, and not 
at all to religious, matters. The reaſon of this 
is no leſs obvious than important : the magi- 
ſtrate, at the firſt propogation of Chriſtianity, 
and for ſome centuries afterwards, was every 
where Pagan ; by conſequence, had his edits 
reſpecting religion been obeyed,. the goſpel 
could neither have been preached nor profeſ- 
ſed, but muſt have been ſtifled in its very 
birth. The truth is, neither our Lord nor 


the apoſtles ever either gave themſelves, or 


exhorted others to give, any obedience to 


earthly powers in the affairs of religion : but, 
on the contrary, taught them to renounce and 
diſavow it; and in this reſpect to be obedient 


to God and not to men. 

To what has been obſerved, reſſ 2 "eb the 
criminality of preſcribing to the — 4 of 
others, as it is a manifeſt invaſion of Chriſt's 


prerogative, and robbing him of one of his 


brighteſt jewels; I may add, thatit is no leſs in- 
iquitous in another view. For, is not ſuch a 
procedure a plain declaration, that he is not 


wa 
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wiſe enough to dire& the conſciences of his 
own diſciples, in all things neceſſary for them 
to be acquainted with? Does not this ſpirit 
of impoſition clearly indicate, that the rule 
which he has left us is, in ſome reſpects at 

leaſt, defective; and that thoſe defects are to 
be ſupplied by the ſuperior wiſdom of ſuch 
perſons, who _ themſelves his diſciples and 
followers ? How hateful then mult an into- 
lerant ſpirit appear in the eye of our Divine 
Redeemer | What fincere lover of the truth 


can forbear wiſhing, That the Lord would 


give commandment concerning ſuch a ſpirit, that 


10 more of its name be Jown ; and that he would. ; 


make its grave, fo it is vile! (Nah. 1. 14.) 
8 E C T 1 2 N III. 
TI E apoſtles, again, in 1 all 10 writings, 


give it in charge to the perſons they ad- 
dreſs, to examine what is propoſed to them 


with the greateſt freedom. Their language ac- 
_cordingly is to this effect: Prove all things : 
Hold faſt that which is good, (1 Theſſ. 5.21.) 
Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but TRY the 
ſpirits whether they are of Ged ; becauſe many 
falſe prophets are gone cut into the 0 (x Joh. 


4. 1.) If there come any to you, and bring * 


the DOCTRINE oF CHRIST, receive him not 


into your houſe, neither bid. him Gop $PEED., 


(2 Joh. 10.) 
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20 The 3 Right A a Chr Nian 


a . What i 18 the bafis « on which thoſs 
exhortations , and ſeveral others of a fimilar 
import, are founded ? Is it not evidently the 
right that every Chriſtian has to judge for 
himſelf, of the truth or falſity of the various 
doctrines that may be propoſed to him by his 
fellow men? Do they not at firſt ſight plainly 


ſuggeſt this idea to the mind ? The fact ap- 


pears to me to be this: the apoſtles could ſay 
with propriety , both of themſelves and their 
doctrine, WE are of God; he that knoweth God, 
hearcth us: he that is not of God, heareth not us. 
And with cqual propricty they could add, 


 Hereby know we the Spirit of truth, and the ſpi- 
rit of error. (1 Joh. 4. 6.) The miracles. 


they wrought were inconteſtible proofs of 
this, and conſequently claimed an implicit 
ſubjection to their doctrines. 


But ſurely none in this day, except in the 
height of arrogancy, can adopt the apoſtle's 
language, and affirm, Thoſe who do not hear 


us are not of God, but are under the influence 
of an erroneous ſpirit | III does it become 


fallible men, worſe ſtill does it become Pro- 
teſtants, and worſt of all Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers, who are every day ſacriſicing to religi- 
ous liberty, to aſſume a dictatorial air in 
matters of religion, as though they were in- 
veſted with apoſtolic authority. If, indeed, 

ſuch dictators could open the eyes of the blind, 
raiſe by a word the emaciated paralytic to hij 
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wonted ſtre ngth, or call back the dead to life, 
it muſt be owned they would then have creden- 

tials ſufficient to ſupport them: yet even in that 

caſe, the apoſtles, as has been obſerved, did 

not exerciſe ſuch an authority, but left every 
one to form his own judgment, according to 

the conviction produced in his mind. 

Till, however, ſuch credentials be produ- 


_ ced, the Chriſtian may and ought to aſk ſuch 


impoſers, By what authority do. you this ? 
and Who gave you that authority ? He may 
and ought to reaſon with ſuch perſons in ſome 


ſuch manner as the following: The pure apo- 


ſtolic doctrine is faithfully recorded in the 
New Teſtament, to which I think it my duty 
implicitly to aſſent, and to receive with cor- 
dial affection. But before I can yield ſuch 
an aſſent, or manifeſt ſuch an affection, to the 
Joftrines you propoſe, I muſt firſt try them 


by that infallible ſtandard; and if, on that 


trial, I find them genuine, they ſhall at once 


meet with my moſt cordial approbation. Yet 
even in this caſe, I do not receive them on 


your authority, who are only uninſpired fal- 
lible men; the authority of Chriſt alone is of 
weight with me, and I receive the doctrine as 
proceeding from Him, and bearing the ſanc- 
tion of his authority. 
Thus may the Chriſtian argue againſt all 

impoſers and impoſitions; nor can "they re- 
ply to him in a way of oppoſitipn, except 
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they directly oppoſe the apoſtles. Vain would 
it have been for thoſe infallible writers to have 


exhorted their readers to try the ſpirits ;—vain 
to have told them to prove all things, if both 


ſpirits and doctrines were not to be rejected, 
on their manifeſt diſagreement with the Chriſ- 
tian records. Theſe apoſtolic charges then 
are a deciſive proof, both that the perſons ad- 
dreſſed had a right of judging, and that it was 
their indiſpenſible duty to make uſe of that 
right. 

The claim indeed which many plead for, to 
make confeſſions of faith and require ſub- 
ſcription to them, as A celebrated writer on 
this ſubject has obſerved, ſeems to indicate as 


if the New Teſtament were wholly loſt, and 


the doctrines of it no way recoverable, ex- 
cept by {craps of tradition, or mutilated cita- 


tions in ſome old books, which thoſe impo- 
ſers alone can have acceſs to. Scarcely ths. 
teaſt room is left to ſuppoſe, that the written 


goſpel, exhibiting the very doctrine of Chriſt 


and his apoſtles, is ſtill in being; mach leſs 


that it is in a condition to, be conſulted by 


every man, who wiſhes to.obtain information. 
for himſelf. While, on the contrary, the fact 
15, that every Chriſtian has, or may have, 
the rule of his faith and duty in his own poſ- 


ſeſhon ; and-as we have ſeen, is under the 
ſtricteſt obligation to ſearch it, and to follow 


whatever he finds there, at the hazard of all 


that is dear to him in the world. 
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To Freedom of Enquiry, Qc. 23 

This then being the true ſtate of the caſe. 
the apoſtles having given it in charge to all the 
profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt, to examine with 
freedom whatever is propoſed to them as reli- 
gious truth, or duty, and every Chriſtian hav- 
ing an infallible ſtandard of this in his own 
poſſeſhon-;--ſurely thoſe perſons who claim a 
blind ſubmiſſion from the people in ſuch cir- 
cumftances, muſt have imbibed a conſiderable 
quantity of an Antichriſtian ſpirit ; and thoſe 
Chriſtians who ſubmit to the claim, or even 
acknowledge it, muſt both violate the rule of 
their duty and act prejudicially to their beſt 
intereſts, The man who is truly acquainted 
with the goſpel, and actuated by the genuine 
ſpirit of it, if he ſuſtain the character of a teach- 


er, will not only allow, but encourage, nay e- 


ven urge his hearers to prove all things and to 
try the ſpirits : and if he be in a private ſtation, 
he will examine with care, judge with can- 
dour, and determine at all events to hold faſt 


hat is really good. As ſuch a perſon wiſhes 


not to diQate to others, fo neither will he 

ſubmit to be enſlaved by any. Nor can ſuch 
a procedure be juſtly liable to cenſure, but ra- 

ther is deſerving of praiſe, as highly meritori- 

ous in its own nature; ſince it is the natural 

reſult of a proper attention to thoſe apoſtolic 
exhortations already __ 
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N additional argument, moredver. to c. 
vince the right I am pleading for, may 

be deduced from thoſe exhortations of feri 
ture that relate to the profeſſion of the Chriſtian 


| faith.—Ofthis kind the following may be con- 


fidered as a ſpecimen : Earne/tly conTExD for 
the faith which was once delivered to the ſaints. 
(Jude 3.) STAND FAST in one ſpirit—sTRI- 
VING TOGETHER for the FAITH of the goſpel. 


(Phil. 1. 27.) STAND FAST in the FAITH, 
quit you like men, be ſtrong. (1 Cor. 16. 13.) 


It muſt be obvious to every intelligent read- 
er, that the term Faith in thoſe ſeveral paſſages, 
means the pure doctrines of the goſpel, inclu- 


ding what ever relates to Chriſtian worſhip, 
as oppoſed to error of every kind. Now this 


faith is a ſacred depoſit, which the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath committed to His ſervants, requir- 

ing them to keep, profeſs, and adorn it, even 
at the expence of their property and their lives. 
It is plainly their duty therefore, to exert 


themſelves with courage in ſo important a 


cauſe ; to do what lies in their power in order 


to ſtem the torrent of infideli ity and error; 
and, at all events to preſerve the truth in its 


genuine purity, and to propogate its doctrines 
among their fellow- men. | 

If then a Chriſtian ought to contend for the 
faith, and fand ff? in it, ſurely he muſt judge 
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To Freedom of Enquiry, Sc. 25 
for himſelf what that faith is, leſt he contend 
for a ſhadow and loſe the ſubſtance. Can it 
be thought that Chriſtians will arrange them- 
ſelves under the banner of Chriſt, to fight the 


good fight, and keep the faith, unleſs they be 
acquainted with the object they contend for? 


And how muſt ſuch a — be obtained? 


Muſt they derive it from human formularies, 
or implicitly contend for the creeds of others? 


Were this incumbent on them, their caſe 
would be truly pitiable. But the truth is, no 
ſuch requiſition is made in any part of the 
ſacred writings ; nor can that chapter, verſe, 
or line, be produced, which contains the ſha- 
dow of any ſuch thing. Clearly then is the 
Chriſtian's right to a free enquiry eſtabliſhed, 
from this ſingle confideration ; and it will, I 
ſhould imagine, appear reaſonable to all, That 
if a Chriſtian muſt ſtand faſt in the faith, he 
muſt previouſly examine the ſeveral articles 
of which it conſiſts, 
_ Beſides, as the preceding exhortations are 
addreſſed to particular ſocieties of Chriſtians, 


congregated according to Chriſt's appointment, 


they evidently imply, not only the right of 
free enquiry, but alſo of ſocial worſhip, public 
inſtruction, and, in ſhort, a right to take every 
method which ſuch ſocieties may judge the 
moſt eligible, for the extending of that king- 


dom which is not of this world. Not the leaſt 
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intimation is given that thoſe ſocieties may 
relinquiſh their profeſſion, or abſtain from 
the duties required of them, becauſe they are 
frowned on by their civil governors. On the 
contrary, they are exhorted not to be terrified 
by their adverſaries, but rather to diſcover a 
ſtrength and fortitude of mind equal to the 
conflict in wh ich they are engaged : to quit 
themſelves like men of invincible reſolution, 
undifmayed by the menaces of their moſt in- 
veterate foes. 

Some perſons indeed there are, who have 
the moderation and good ſenſe to admit the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity to hint for them- 
felves in religious matters, and even to profeſs 
(in a reſtrictive manner) that mode of reli- 
gion which their conſciences the beſt approve 
of; but then here they ſtop. They have not 
the generoſity to admit of a fair and open ap- 
peal to the world, leſt proſelytes ſhould be 
made, and the obnoxious fe& be increaſed 
thereby. . But might it not be of real uſe to 
fuch perſons, particularly in its tendency to 
rectify their notions of this matter, were they 
to conſider, That the firſt preachers and pro- 
feſſors of the goſpel never thought themſelves 
under obligation to conſult any earthly ſupe- 
rior, relative to what they ſhould preach, | 
believe, profeſs, or practiſe; but, in all 
cheſe reſpects, were wholly regulated by's 
much higher authority! ? 
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When John the Baptiſt, for example, the 
declared fore-runner of Chriſt, entered on 
his miniſtry, he began in the wilderneſs of 
Judea ; and the ſubſtance of his embaſſy to 
the people was, Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. The character of this ce- 
lebrated Reformer too, was perſectly adapted 
to the nature of his miniſtry. Bold, open, 


zealous, ſevere, he proclaimed wherever he 


came, that Noto the ax is laid to the root of the 
trees ; and added, Every tree therefore which 
bringeth not forth 2 fruit is hewn down, and 
caſt into the fire. Great, accordingly, was the 


effect of his preaching : for we are told that 


there went out to him Feruſalem and all Fudea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were 
baptized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their ſins. 
(Matt. 3. 1—11.) Soon after, Jeſus himſelf, 


as the great prophet of his church, opened 
' his commiſſion ; and exhorted men to repent 


and believe the goſpel. — Afterwards, when ne 
had called his diſciples, and in ſome meature 
qualified them for ſo important a work, he 


commanded them to go to the loſt ſheep of the 


houſe of Iſrael, and io preach that the kingdom 

of heaven was at hand. (Matt. 10. 1. &c.) 
Now it is remarkable, and I think greatly in 

favour of the cauſe I am pleading, that neither 


John, nor Chriſt, nor the apoſtles, ever preſen- 


ted any petition either to the Roman Govern- 
ors or the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, in order to ob- 


28 The Divine Right of a. Chriſtian 


_ tain leave to publiſh thoſe important doctrines 
with which they were intruſted, and to erect 
that new kingdom of which they were profeſ- 
ſedly ſent to be the founders. This procedure, 
in my view, amounts to a demonſtration, that 
they had not even the moſt diſtant idea of the 
religion they taught interfering with the State, 
or making any alteration in the nature of Po- 
litical ſociety, or that the magiſtrate, as ſuch, 
had any thing todo with it. For, had they en- 
tertained the leaſt notion with regard to ſuch 
an interference, would they not have applied 
to the Civil powers, or the Ecclefiaſtic, or 
both, relative to the execution of ſo impor- 
tant a plan? — Or. on the other hand, had 
they been in reality, what they were falſely 
repreſented to be, peſtilent perſons, and movers 
of ſeditian, would they not have taken fimilar 
meaſures with other feditious perſons, in 
order to acquire the object they aimed at? 
Would they not have fought with the fword 
literally, as Jeſus intimated to Pilate his ſer- 
vants would have done, had his kingdom been, 
like other kingdoms, of this world ? 


But, as they neither conſulted with any 
earthly governours relative to the embaſſy in 
which they were engaged, nor ever attempted 
to enforce what they delivered by any worldly 
methods, may I not appeal to the breaſt of 
every honeſt man, Whether ſuch a procedure 
be not a demonſtrative proof, that thoſe pri- 
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mitive founders of Chriſtianity, conſidered it 
as the perſonal concern of each individual, 
and that there was no occaſion to adviſe with 
any earthly ſuperior with reſpect either to the 
propogation or the reception of it ? The ac- 
count we have of their procedure is plainly 
_ this : that it was their conſtant practiſe to 
preach the goſpel to all perſons promiſcuouſly, 
wherever they came; and almoſt all the buſi- 
neſs they had with magiſtrates, ſeems to have 
been on occaſion of their being brought 

before the Civil tribunal, on ill-founded 
and malicious charges being lodged againſt 


them. 


Befides, it will I think give additional weight 
to. the argument, if we take into the account 
the nature of thoſe inſtructions which Chriſt 
gave his apoſtles, when he firſt ſent them to 
publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation; together 
with their punctuality in the obſervance of 
thoſe inſtructions. Frankly he warned them 
of the hardſhips, dangers, and ſufferings, of 
various kinds, to which they would be ex- - 
poſed in the courſe of their miniſtry. Be- 
hold, TI * you forth as SHEEP in the midſt of 
WOLVES ; be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and 
. harmleſs as doves. Though they were ſent as 

the meſſengers of peace and the friends of 
mankind,--though their office was of the moſt 
benevolent nature, and their meſſage worthy 
of the moſt cordial acceptance, he neverthe- 
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leſs informed them, that in conſequence of 
the depraved diſpoſitions and malignant paſ- 
ſions of men, they ſhould be expoſed to the 
moſt inhuman ſeverities, and become the ob- 
jects of mortal animoſity. 

But were they to ceaſe from their work on 
this account? By no means. The only li- 
berty they had in this caſe was, if they were , 
perſecuted ix one city, they might, were it in 
their power, flee to another. But, at all events, 
they were to perſiſt in delivering their em- 
baſſy, not fearing them who kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the foul : but rather ſearing 
Him who is able 10 deſtrey both ſoul and body 
in bell. (Matth. 10. 16.--29.) 

Noy theſe inſtructions were not more ex- 
plicitly given than they were punctually ob- 
ſerved. A caſe in point (which I ſhall ſelect 
out of a large number) we have in the ex- 
ample of Peter and John. When theſe two 
diſciples were commanded by the Jewiſh ru- 
lers not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of 
Jeſus, as they regarded their ſafety or even 
their lives: What did they do on that occa- 
ſion? Were they reſtrained or intimidated by 
thoſe menaces ? Directly the reverſe. Ani- 
mated by undaunted fortitude, and a full per- 
ſuaſion both of the equity and importance of 
the cauſe they were engaged in, they imme- 
diately anſwered, Ihetber it be right in the 

fight of God, to hearken to you more than ta God, 


To Freedom of Enquiry, &c. 3¹ 


Judge ye. (Accs 4. 18.) An appeal which will 
cequally ſerve a Proteſtant in a Popiſh coun- 
try, or a Diſſenter of any kind in a Proteſ- 
nt one: 

From theſe bels then I need not heſi- 
tate to aſſert, that every diſciple of ſeſus has 


a right, not only to profeſs his religious opi- 


nions in his own way, but alſo to take every 
prudent method of diſſemi nating them among 
thoſe he is converſant with, as far as he has 
ability and opportunity, how oppoſite ſoever 
they may be to the higher powers in the place 
of his refidence, or how much ſoever ſuch 

a conduct may expoſe him to the diſpleaſure 
4 men in general. 

The true profeſſors of Chriſtianity accord- 
ingly, have in every age been engaged i in this 
arduous conteſt, and numbers K them have 
acquitted themſelves with fingular honour. 
Not all the flattering baits that have been laid 


in their way, nor the iron hand of perſecu- 


tion ſtretched out againſt them, could either 
draw them aſide from the way of truth, or 


prevent their public profeſſion of it. 
This contention for the faith, too, further 
implies that the profeſſors of Chriſtianity have 
a right to expoſe the abſurdities of a Falſe reli- 
gion, as well as to expatiate on the evidences 
and excellencies of their own. Nay it ex- 
tends even further ſtill: for, if the diſciples 


of Chriſt muſt contend for the faith which : 
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was once delivered to * ſaints, they muſt, of 
courſe, according to their ability, point out 

all the deviations from the true religion, and 
all the various corruptions of it which they 
perceive in the world; otherwiſe How ſhall 
it be kept in its primitive purity ? Indeed for 
a man to defend himſelf, and to attack his 
adverſary, are in many caſes the ſame thing, 
ſince frequently the one cannot be done with- 
out the other; and I am clearly of opinion 
that this, occaſionally at leaſt, is the duty of 
a Chriſtian in the ſtation he is placed in, and 
is even eſſential to his character as a (6kdier 


of Chriſt. 


S E . wu 
AND: THER argument I ſhall make uſe 


of on this occaſion, is drawn from the 
high commendations that are ſo frequently given 
to thoſe perſons, who have examined with 
freedom and acted with firmneſs. —The. Be- 
reans, on this very account, have their cha- 
racter tranſmitted to poſterity with honour, 
as a noble, ingenuous, or liberal-minded peo- 
ple, who neither received any thing impli- 
citly, nor rejected it pertinaciouſſy. They 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, ſays the divine 
hiſtorian, whether thoſe oe were ſo. ( Acts 
„. 
With what peculiar complacency too, the 
great Head of the church regards particular 
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churches, and particular perſons, for their love 
to the truth, and their ſteady profeſſion of it, 
is ſufficiently manifeſt from the letters addreſ- 
ſed to the once flouriſhing, but now deſolated 
churches of Aſia. Thus He addreſſes the 
church in Epheſus : I know thy works, and 
thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canſt 
not bear them that are evil; and thou haſt TRIED 
them who ſay they are apoſtles, and are not; and 
| haſt found them lars. In fimilar terms alſo, 

he ſpeaks to the church in Pergamos; I know 
thy works, and where thou dwelleſt; even where 
Satan's ſeat is; and thou HOLDEST FAST my 

name, and haſt NOT DENIED my faith, even in 
thoſe days wherein Antipas was my faithful mar- 
tyr, who was ſlain among you, where Satan 


dwwelleth. (Rev. 2. 2, and 13.) 

Who can read with attention theſe decla- 
rations of our Lord, and not feel the weight 
of them in the cauſe I am pleading? Theſe 
churches are evidently commended, highly 
commended, for their cloſe examination of 
the doctrines propoſed to them, and their 
rejection of thoſe that appeared to be ſpurious. 

They are commended too for a practice 

correſpondent to the above, in rejecting 

the perſons who propogated the doctrines, 

as well as the doQtrines thoſe perſons pro- 

pogated. Had the two churches ſpecified 

been equally careful in after ages, to guard 
E. | 
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themſelves againſt the venom which falſe 
teachers and falſe profeſſors diffuſed among 


them, they would not have died of a lingering 
Every Chriſtian therefore undoubtedly has 
a right, with prudence and meekneſs to at- 
tempt the reformation of that church he is a 
member of, in all thoſe inſtances wherein he 
apprehends a reform is neceflary ; and if ſuch 
a reform cannot be obtained, if the church 


notwithſtanding his modeſt remonſtrances, 


continue to profeſs what he apprehends to 
be erroneous doctrines, or to practiſe unin- 
ſtituted rites, on every principle of reaſon 
and ſcripture he will ſtand juſtified both in 
the ſight of God and of men, in ſeparating 
from ſuch a church and 3j joining a purer one : 


or, if that cannot be effected, in attempting 


the erection of a new one, where ſcriptural 
doctrines may be openly profeſſed, and ſcrip- 


tural worſhip be openly celebrated. None, 


I hope, will conftrue this affertion, as tho! it 
were deſigned to countenance a proud, prag- 
matical, turbulent party- man, who would diſ- 
turb the peace of a church by his own lordly 
poſitions, and aſſume an authority which 
by no means belongs to him. So far from 
pleading the cauſe of ſuch perſons, I deem 
them to be heretics, in the ſcripture ſenſe of 
that word, and as ſuch to be firſt plainly ad- 
moniſhed, and if they perſiſt in their con- 
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duct totally rejected. The cauſe I plead i is, 
the right of the modeſt, peaceable, conſci- 
entious Chriſtian, who differs from others in 
(what he eſteems at leaſt) matters of impor- 
tance, openly to profeſs his religion in his 
own way, according to the judgment that 
he himſelf has formed from the only authentic 
ſtandard of it. 

Now this right, I think, is fairly deducible 
from the before-mentioned premiſes. For, if 
thoſe perſons who rejected the falſe apoſtles 
and their doctrine, be commended for their 


practice ;--if thoſe who held faſt the doQrine 


of Chriſt, notwithſtanding the violent at- 
tempts to wreſt it from them, be approved of 


God; it will inevitably follow, that they had 


a right to engage in ſuch a procedure. One 
would think it matter of aſtoniſhment in- 
deed, that ever a Proteſtant ſhould oppoſe 


this nn ſince it is the only baſis on 
which Proteſtantiſm ſtands. But the fre- 


quency of the oppoſition abates the ſurprize. 


We may however afhrm, that there is a 


ſtrange inconſiſtency in ſuch an oppoſition, 
as the Reformation itſelf, with all its glorious 
conſequences, can be vindicated only by ar- 
guments like this. For, if any body of men, 
Civil or Ecclefiaſtic, have a lawful power to 
reſtrain the propogation of truth, or of ſup- 


poſed truth, in matters purely religious, then 


!1 reformation is entirely at an end. It 


ot - 
IA. 
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would indeed be abſolutely unjuſtifiable : 

ſince in every country where there is an eſta- 

bliſhed religion, there will always be found 
a ſet of men who claim an authority to ſup- 
port it; by conſequence, if their power be 
derived from God, if they can produce divine 

eredentials for ſo high a claim, any oppoſition 
to them would be highly criminal. 

But the right of a man, or of any body of 
men, of what deſcription ſoever, to judge for 
others in matters of religion, is, like the di- 
vine right of kings, which was formerly talked 
of, only a chimera; it is founded neither in 
reaſon nor in ſcripture, in argument or in 
utility. Wherever therefore a juriſdiction of 
this kind is claimed or exerciſed, it is a ma- 
nifeſt uſurpation, and as fuch ought ever to 
be ſteadily oppoſed. Every Proteſtant par- 
ticularly, who has a proper regard for the 
religion he profeſſes, ſhould take a decided 
part in ſuch an oppoſition : he ſhould reſo- 
lutely diſavow all juriſdiction over conſci- 
ence, by whatever power it may be aſſumed; 
and abſtain from every compliance with the 
requiſitions of men, which may be conſtrued 
as an eee of the juſtice of the 
claim. 

The major part of men 40 wanting 
either time, or inclination, or ability, ſeldom 
examine into the nature of ſuch things, but 
draw a concluſion principally, if not wholly, 


from the event. Hence in religious, as well 


as in the latter, a ſucceſsful attempt to 


termed a Revolution, an unſucceſsful one a 


fo in the former, a ſucceſsful oppoſition to 


that ſhould induce us to denominate it right 


or the other, independent of all events. For 


riſks in order to maintain it; and the name of 


particularly, will be held in high eſtimation 


To Freedom of Enquiry, Gr. 37 


as in civil matters, the right has been almoſt _ 
inſeparably connected 8 the iſſue. For, 


maintain the liberty of a people, has been 


Rebellion, and the perſons engaged in it 
treated as traytors to their king and country: 


an over- bearing hierachy has been denomi- 
nated a Reformation, an unſucceſsful one a 
Hereſy, and the perſons concerned in it pu- 
niſhed as infamous, with all the wantonneſs 
of inquiſitorial barbarity- 

But, I preſume, it is neither che ſucceſs, 
nor the want of ſucceſs, in any ſuch attempt, 


or wrong; ſince it certainly is either the one 


ſurely it is not the cenſure which any tyran- 
nical rulers, civil or ecclefiaſtic, may fix on 
any laudable attempt, that can make the at- 
tempt itſelf leſs glorious. Hence the lovers 
of civil liberty, in all ages, have unanimouſly 
applauded thoſe who have run the greateſt 


a Ruſſel, or a Sidney, in our own country 
{o long as a ſpark of liberty is found to exiſt. 


Hence too the lovers of religious liberty, have 
equally revered the memory of thoſe who have 
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firmly ſupported the rights of conſcience ; and 


the name of a Wickliffe, or a Huſs, will be 


had 1 in everlaiting honour. 


SECTIO N VI. 
I HE only other argument I ſhall uſe 


on this occaſion, is the ſolemn account 
every Chriſtian muſt perſonally give, at the 
Judgment of the great day.—A day, a ſolemn 


period is fixed, by the unalterable counſels of 


heaven, in which God will judge the world 
in righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained. The Lord Jefus Chriſt is inveſted 
with this high authority of executing judg- 
ment, becauſe he became obedient to death. 


Accordingly we are expreſſly and repeatedly 
informed in ſacred writ, that we muſt all ap- 


pear before the judgment feat of Chriſt , that 


every one may receive the things done in his body, 


according to that he hath done, whether it be 


good or bad. 

The Rule of judgment, we are further in- 
formed, will be, not the laws of any of the 
Potentates or Powers of this world, but the 
laws of him who is King of kings, and Lord 


of lords. Not that we are to 1magine the rule 


will be exactly the {ame to all: this will by 


no means be the caſe. Heathens, Jews, and 


Chriſtians, will ſeverally be judged, accord- 
ing to the different intimations which God 
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has given them of his nature and of his will. 


Every one, in ſhort, that ever did, or ever 
ſhall inhabit this globe, as a rational agent, 
from Adam its firſt inhabitant, down to thoſe 
that ſhall be found alive at the ſecond appear- 
ance of Chriſt, will be judged according to 
the light that God has afforded him to know 
his duty. 

Tf then it be a fact that God will due the 
world by the above-mentioned rule, and not 
by any human law whatever, then it follows 


as a neceſſary conſequence, that every law 


made by the powers of this world, which is 
contrary to the law of God, is iniquitous in 
the firſt inſtance, and a ſervile compliance with 
it is at the riſk of our final condemnation. 
Were a Chriſtian who is an Engliſhman, for 
inſtance, to be judged hereafter by the eccle- 
ſiaſtical laws of England, then it would un- 
doubtedly be both bis duty and his intereſt to 
manifeſt a cheerful ſubmiſſion to thoſe laws, 
and to make them the rule of his temper and 
condat. But if, when ſuch a perſon cloſes 


the preſent ſcene of life, he can derive no 


further privileges from the laws of England; 
if in the future world theſe laws be wholly 
diſregarded, and ſomething elſe be ſubſtituted. 
as the rule of judgment, then ſurely ſuch 
laws can never be the rule of his duty here, 
but he muſt have a right to regulate his con- 


duct by a Taperior law, even though i it ſhould 
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be in direct contradiction to theſe. The plain 
truth indeed is, that the earthly power who 
preſcribes laws for the direction of conſcience, 


and the man who obeys ſuch laws, both do = 


on peril of the divine diſpleaſure. 


Every Chriſtian then, whether he live in 


England, France, or Spain, —in Europe, Aſia, 
Africa, or America, will be finally acquitted 
or condemned by the laws contained in the 
New Teſtament only, ſince theſe are the in- 
timations of the will of God to him in par- 
ticular. Now the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian 


law is this: if thou, ſhalt confeſs with thy meuth 
the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in thy heart 


that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 


Halt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth 


unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion 


is made unto ſalvation. (Rom. 10. 9, 10.) 


This confeſſion with the mouth undoubtedly 


includes in it the whole of a Chriſtian's obe- 


dience, and is as eſſentially neceſſary to the 
enjoyment of ſalvation as believing, with the 


Heart. For, unleſs ſuch a profeſſion of Chriſ- 


tianity be maintained, a ſecret conviction of 
its truth would rather increaſe our condem - 


nation. The final ſentence indeed, will be 


founded on a compliance or non-compliance 
with the above requiſition, as is clear from 
numberleſs paſſages of the Chriſtian revelation. 


Out of theſe I ſhall at preſent ſelect only one; 


but it is one which methinks no profeſſed 
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diſciple of Chriſt ſhould ever loſe fight 
of. Whoſoever, ſays the Sovereign Lord of 
conſcience and of life, all oo ESS me 
before men, him will I cONFESsS alſs before my 
Father who is in heaven. But whoſcever ſhall 
DENY me before men, him will 1 alſo DENY 
before my Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 10. 
32, 33 
| Now the man who ſincerely believes this 
* - declaration of Jeſus, will ſurely adhere to 
4 this cauſe, manifeſt a regard to his worthip , 
x and walk in the preſcribed path of duty, 
though ſuch a procedure be attended with 
the greateſt worldly diſadvantages. Such a : 
perſon will often have reflections like theſe : 
* What are all the profits, the pleaſures, and 
the honours which men can beſtow, when 
compared with the glory, the honour, and 
* the immortal happineſs which the Lord will 
© confer on all his ſervants! And what is all 
 — *© the pain, vexation, and miſery, which the 
2 „world can inflict, when compared with that 
” *©everlaſting infamy and miſery, which ſhall 
% © hereafter be inflicted on thoſe who relin- 
#7 * quiſh their profeſſion through the menaces 
| * of men!” Animated by ſuch confidera- 
1 tions, the ſincere diſciple of Jeſus takes up 
© his croſs, and follows his Divine Maſter in 
the path of duty, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to him in the world. 
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Tf ſuch as theſe then be the requiſitions of 
the Chriſtian Legiſlator, muſt not every ſub- 
ject of his have a right to obſerve them? 
And if every Chriſtian be perſonally con- 
cerned in theſe requiſitions, -- if his eternal 
happineſs or miſery depend on his obſervance 
or non-obſervance of them, who ought to 
judge of the nature and extent of them bat 
himſelf alone? Surely it muſt appear obvious 
to all, that if no earthly power whatever can 
acquit me in the great day of accounts, no 
ſuch power ought to reſtrain me in any part 


of my conduct here, which has a ſole reſpect 


to the future world. Could it indeed be 
made appear, that the injunctions of earthly 
powers, even if attended with pains and 
penalties, would be admiſſible at the great 


tribunal as a ſufficient reaſon why the Chriſ- 


tian ſhould refrain from ſome branches of 
his duty, then, I allow, the interference of 


thoſe powers in religious matters might be 


admitted. But, if we have not the leaſt 


ſhadow of reaſon to ſuppoſe, that any plea 
of this kind will be at all available;—if 


Nebuchadnezzar's command to the three 


Hebrew youths, though enforced with the 
threatning of immediate death, would not 


have exculpated them from the ſin of idolatry, 


in paying homage to his golden god, then 


certainly every Chriſtian muſt have the right 
of ſelf-diretion, in whatever relates to his 


ka 4 
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conſcience and religion; and it will be on 
peril of the divine diſpleaſure if he e ever give 


up the exerciſe of the right. | 
8 E CTION VII. 


N the whels, then, if ſcripture be al- 


lowed to determine for us in this impor- 


tant affair (and what judge will a Proteſtant 


appeal to but ſcripture) the caſe I think 1s 
clearly decided. F. or, if Chriſtians be com- 


manded to call no man Maſter on earth, — 

if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt have abſolutely 
diſcharged all his diſciples from ever aſſuming 
an authority over conſcience, — if the apoſtles 
give it in charge to the perſons they addreſs, 
to examine what 1s propoſed to them with 
the greateſt freedom, — if every. Chriſtian 
muſt contend for the faith, and ſtand faſt in 
it, — if thoſe are highly commended who 


have examined with freedom and acted with 


firmneſs, — and if, finally, every Chriſtian 
muſt giye a perſonal account at the judgment 
of the great day, every ſuch perſon muſt have 


the liberty of ſelf- direction, nor ought he to 
be under the reſtraint of any. 


Nothing, in my apprehenſion, can be more 


evident, than that every Chriſtian has a right 


inveſted in him by divine authority, to ſearch 


the ſcriptures and determine for himſelf; and 


if he find juſt cauſe, to diſſent from any or 
all the human formularies on earth. This, 


» 


44 The Divine Right of a Chriſtian 


too, is a right which he cannot transfer, ei- 
ther to any church, or any particular perſon, 


becauſe it his indiſpenſible duty to exerciſe it 


perſonally for himſelf. To which I will add, 
that this liberty which is inveſted in the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, by credentials of indiſputable 
authority, can never be taken from them, 
or even ſo much as abridged, by any earthly 
power whatever, except that power be guilty 
of manifeſt injuſtice. For, if the arguments 
adduced on this ſubject have any weight in 
them, then all intolerance in religious mat- - 
ters, — every attempt to force the conſciences 


of men, ſtands in direct oppoſition to the 


primary principles of Chriſtianity, and in 
defiance of the moſt expreſs precepts of its 
Divine Founder. 


The patrons of human authority may in- 
deed produce their canons, and traditions, 
and legends, in order to give ſtrength and 
plauſibility to their cauſe ; but all theſe will 
vaniſh, like the morning cloud before the 


ſun, when confronted by the original re- 


cords of the rights and privileges of Chriſtian 
men. Away then with all decrees and de- 


_ terminations of councils and ſynods, away 


with all the confeſſions, agreements, and de- 
clarations of men; and let every Chriſtian 
embrace and defend only that moſt valuable 
form of ſound words contained in the ſcrip- 
tures, which was indited by the Holy Spirit 


* 
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himſelf, and able to make men wiſe to ſalva- 


tion. This will give due honour to the ſacred 
writings, and is making that uſe of them for 


which they were originally intended; where- 
as, by a contrary procedure, their glory 1s 
eclipſed, and in a great meaſure hidde 

the eyes of men, 


 CHAPTFT-ER-HI. 
Motives to enforce the Exerciſe of the Chriſtian 
Right Sc. 
ERMIT me now, Chriſtians, to urge 
ſome Motives, with a view to enforce 
the Exerciſe of a right, ſo firmly inveſted 1 in 
you by ſcripture authority. 


It has appeared furprizing to me, that a 


» 


riglit ſo valuable and important in itſelf, 


and ſo advantageous and honourable in its 
conſequences, ſhould be ſo little eſteemed, 


and fo faintly exerciſed, by the generality of 
_ Chriſtian profeſſors. But, when I conſider 
the indolence of ſome, the rooted prejudices 
of others, and the love of eaſe and reputation 


which more or leſs is natural to all, my fur- 
prize at their conduct in a great meaſure 


abates. Still however ſome intereſting queſ- 


tions may be aſked, which I think deſerve 
to be ſeriouſly attended to. Ought thoſe 
things to be ſo? Should not a Chriſtian, at 
all events, both examine with attention the 
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rule of his religion, and conform himſelf te 
it in every particular? Does it become a 
ſubject of Chriſt's kingdom, on any conh- 
deration whatever, to bow his conſcience to 
human authority? If I am not greatly miſ- 
taken, eſe queſtions carry a decifive anſwer 
along with them : ſhould ſome perſons how- 
ever think otherwiſe as to this, if they will 
conſider attentively the following hints, it is 
hoped that then they will ſee reaſon to agree 
with me, 


RCTH NIL. 
ONSIDER then, farſt of all, whether 


the oath of allegiance you have taken 
to Chriſt, as the only ſupreme Head and King 
in ſpiritual matters, does not lay you under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations, to enter your pro- 
teſt againſt every uſurper ? Should any foreign 
prince, for inſtance, preſcribe laws to you, 
and require obedience to his injunctions, 
you would I imagine think the allegiance you 
owe to his preſent Majeſty King George III, 
a ſufficient reaſon to enter a proteſt againſt 
ſuch laws, and to refuſe obedience to ſuch 
injunctions. Infinitely greater reaſon aſſur- 
edly there is, why you ſhould reje& a foreign 
power in ſpiritual matters than in temporal; 
nince the obligations you are under to the 
Prince of life, riſe infinitely higher than thoſe 
you are under to any earthly. ſovereign, cven 


claim every other juriſdiction. The Corin- 
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though he were the Father of his people. 


| Whoever is a Chriſtian in reality, has made 
an unreſerved ſurrender of himſelf to Chriſt, 


to be at his diſpoſal and to do his will. Such 


a perſon, to ſpeak in prophetic lapguage, 
has ſubſcribed with his hand to the Lord, and 


ſworn to the Lord of hoſts. (Iſaiah. 44. 5. 


and 19. 18.) The anſwer therefore that 
may be given by the Chriſtian to every reli- 
gious impoſer, is no leſs obvious than for- 
cible: © My allegiance to another, and a 
* much higher power, in all the affairs of 

* conſcience, abſolutely forbids my ſubjec- 
* tion to you; and I appeal to your own 
* breaſt, whether I ought not 10 Gs God 


rather than men? 


More forcible ſtill ſnould this motive be, 
with all thoſe who, in the moſt unequivocal 


manner, have teſtified their loyalty to the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by being voluntarily bap- 
tized in his Name. For the primary deſign 


of that evangelic rite, as appears from the 
view which the New Teſtament gives of it, 


is, An explicit and perſonal ſubjeCtion to the 
authority of Chriſt, as the only Redeemer 
and King of his church. Every baptized 


Chriſtian therefore, in conſequence of his 
_ own voluntary engagements, is under ꝙꝓecu- 
liar obligations to regard ſolely the authority 


of his aſcended Lord, and reſolutely to diſ- 
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thian converts accordingly, when rent into 
parties by their attachment to different teach- 


ers, had a ſharp reproof given them in this 
queſtion, Were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul? A plain intimation, or rather a cogent 
argument, that they ought not to have been 
influenced by any authority beſides His, who 


is the only Lawgiver in the Chriſtian church. 


If we have been baptized into His Name, 
certainly His laws, and not thoſe of any other 


teacher ; — His faith, and not the articles of 


any ſociety ; — His authority, and not the 
aſſumed power of any man or body of men, 
ſhould ever be owned by us as binding on 
conſcience. _ 

If then Chriſtians ye have put an Chriſt in 
baptiſm, — if ye have, as it were, ſworn alle- 


giance to him as your only Lawgiver, — if, in 


a word, ye have publickly profeſſed yourſelves 
to be his loyal ſubjects, ought ye not to en- 
ter your proteſt againft all pretenders, and 
renounce their claims as unjuſtly founded ? 
What! can any baptized Chriſtian own ano- 
ther maſter befides Him whoſe name he 
wears ! Can he be ſubject to another king 
beſides the King of ſaints, the Lord of glory 
Let him rather at once renounce the Chriſtian 
name, and relinquiſh his Chriſtian profeſſion, 
ſince he acts in a manner ſo highly inconſiſt- 
ent with them, and lays his religion under 
ſo great a diſgrace ! 
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Diſloyalty to a wiſe, virtuous, and merciful 


prince, has ſomething in its nature peculiarly 
odious; and the greater the bleſſings are which 
we enjoy from his ſceptre, the ſtronger muſt 
our obligations be to reverence and eſteem 
him. If this be true with reſpect to an earthly 


governour, — if an oppoſition to a prince poſ- 
ſeſſed of thoſe amiable and princely qualities 


be branded with infamy, and held in deteſ- 


tation by the wiſeſt and beſt of mankind; 
hat ſhall be ſaid of thoſe who are diſſoyal 


to the Prince of peace, who ſet up another 


authority in oppoſition to his, or who yield 


ſubjection to a different ſceptre? Such a 
duplicity, or rather criminality of conduct, in 
any of the profeſſed ſubjects of Chriſt's king- 
dom, which is governed in wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, and mercy, muſt affuredly be de- 


ſerving of a ſevere animadverſion. Can it 
be thought that the Great Emmanuel, who 
is ſo infinitely deſerving of our higheſt re- 


gard, will paſs over with impunity ſo un- 
grateful and perfidious a procedure | Will he 
not rather ſay, Thoſe mine enemies who would 


not that TI ſhould reign over them, bring hither ,' 


and ſlay them before me? 


Should not theſe conſiderations then, in- 


duce all the diſciples of Jeſus to maintain 
inviolably their allegiance to him, and to 


hold in diſdain every inſidious propoſal, that 
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| would tend to engage them in an oppoſition 


to his kingdom? Delivered by his hand from 


the fetters of ſlavery, and brought to enjoy 


ſo benign an adminiſtration, ought ye not, 
Chriſtians, to ſtand faſt in the liberty he hath 


inveſted you with, and reſolutely maintain it 


againſt every oppoſer * 
SECTION II. 


NOTHER motive I awd urge on 


this occaſion, is, The ſalutary influ- 
ence ſuch an enquiry will have on the mind, 
by producing and cheriſhing a cordial love to 
the truth, on account of its native, intrinſic 
beauty. Eafy it were to prove, that ſubmit- 
ting to the deciſions of human authority in 
matters of faith, is always prejudicial to true 
religion, and ſometimes totally ſubverſive of 
it. For, in proportion as we bow to the 
authority of men, in any affairs of this kind, 
truth loſes her charms and her influence over 


us: we become blind to her brighteſt charac- 


ters, and are prepared to be led into the moſt 
abſurd ſuperſtitions. 


When once we reſign ee to the gui- 


dance of human authority, and give up the 
free exerciſe of our own underſtandings in 
religious concerns, we may readily, and per- 


haps almoſt inſenfibly, be led to comply with 
the greateſt corruptions of religion. Illuſtra- 
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tive of this I may aſk, What will that man 
refuſe to engage in, who ſervilely bows him- 


ſelf to the will of another? What errors ſo 


palpable that he will not embrace, or what 


ſuperſtition ſo groſs that he will not live in 


the obſervance of? Such a conduct is un- 
doubtedly the bane of every virtuous princi- 
ple, and ſubverſive of that love of the truth, 
which diſcriminates the Chriſtian from other 
men. It is, in effect, a renunciation of the 
religion of Chriſt, and ſeems wholly incom- 
patible with genuine Chriſtianity. For be 
only can with any degree of propriety be 
called a Chriſtian, who derives his rehgion 
from what Chriſt has taught; and fo far — 
as he does this, can that e . 
belong to him. 

If however we ſpeak i in the ſofteſt terms, 
and allow ſuch a procedure to be compatible 
with Chriſtianity, {ſtill we muſt affirm, That 
where the authority of Chriſt is departed from 


in any inſtance, in that reſpeft at leaſt, ſuch 


perſons are not Chriſtians, but ought to be 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome other name. They 


may be Calviniſts, they may be Lutherans, 


they may be members of the Church-of-Eng- 


land, or of any other church; but in that 
particular they certainly do not aft conform- 


ably to the precepts of Chriſtianity. Beſides, 
ſuch a conduct ſtifles that high regard for the 
truth which ought ever to characteriſe the 
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diſciples of Chriſt : it draws a veil over her 
brighteſt charms, and tends to extinguiſh an 
attachment to her ; an attachment which, 
wherever 1t exiſts, 1s at once both the orna- 
ment and the evidence of the Chriſtian cha- ; 
raſter. - 
Every attentive NES of the New Teſtz- 
ment will eaſily recolle&, what a great ftreſs 
is laid, in various parts of that ſacred book, 


on paying a proper regard to the truth. 
Thoſe, for inſtance, who are choſen to ſal- 


vation, are appointed to obtain that important 
object, through the belief of the truth. — All 
who are born of God, are begotten with the 
word of truth, and have the truth dwelling in 
them: nor can any man, with the leaſt ſnad- 


do of evidence from ſcripture, lay a claim 


to ſo high a relation, but thoſe who know 
and love the truth. Beſides, divine truth is 
powerfully influential on the Chriſtian's pro- 
greſs in the ſpiritual life, and will greatly 
accelerate that progreſs, when properly un- 
derſtood, received, and obeyed. Thoſe 
indeed and thoſe only, who are properly 
acquainted with divine truth, make any pro- 
ciency in true ſanctification, as is clear from 
that ſingle petition of our Lord's, Sanctiſy 
them through thy truth, thy word is truth. 
(John 17. 17.) | 
Whatever therefore has a tendency to 
+ cheriſh this love, muſt be an object a 
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- conſiderable importance; and as ſuch, ought 
diligently to be purſued by every Chriſtian. 
Now it is not, I apprehend, any difficult 
matter to evince, that above all other things, 
ga free, diligent, and unbiafſed enquiry. has 
ſuch a tendency, and will actually terminate 
in the attainment of ſo defirable an object. 
Freedom of enquiry, unfetterred by a proſti- 
tuted conſcience, and unchecked by the ap- 
prehenſion of conſequences, as the hiſtory 
of all ages proves, will produce its natural 
offspring, truth ; and truth has charms, that 
require only to be ſeen and known, in order 
to recommend her to the acceptance of all. 
So great indeed and real are the beauties of 
divine truth, that the more cloſely ſhe is ex- 
amined, the more clearly will thoſe beauties 
appear ; by conſequence the more powerfully 
will the heart be attracted towards her, as 
every way worthy of our higheſt regard. 
Befides, this intimacy (if I may ſo expreſs 
it) with divine truth, like other connections 
with the wiſe and the virtuous, will naturally 
mould the mind into a reſemblance of her; 
ſo that its regard for her will, of courſe, be 
daily increafing. To which I may add, that 
piety, charity, integrity, humility, with all 
the bright train of Chriſtian graces, will vo- 
luntarily affociate themſelves with ſo amiable 
an object, and own her as their genuine, 
Uuſtrious parent. The man who forms his 
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notions, and regulates his conduct by the 
- Chriſtian code, will be taught to exerciſe 
forbearance, meckneſs, gentleneſs, and uni- 
verſal benevolence. And though he may 
think it his duty, according to the ability 
which God hath given him, to contend even 
earneſtly for the purity of the goſpel faith 
and worſhip, yet ſuch a contention, con- 
ducted in the exerciſe of thoſe amiable 
_ diſpoſitions, will always tend both to the 
diſcovery of truth and the increaſe of love, 
It will tend to throw light on every object 
it relates to, whereby the beauty and im- 
portance of ſuch objects will be ſeen, and 


the heart more powerfully attracted towardy 
them. 


If then, Chriſtians, the conduct I am 
enforcing will be productive of ſuch falutary 
conſequences, ought it not to be an object 
you ſhould never loſe fight of ? Nay ought 
it not to be attended to with the greateſt 
aſhduity ? Search the ſcriptures therefore, as 
the laborious miner fearches for the ore, and 
doubt not of being amply compenſated for 
your pains. Buy the truth, in this manner, 
and ſell it not: but rather let the men of 
| this world know, that there are ſome things 
which cannot be obtained for money. 


Of the Chriſtian's Right Oc. 55 
S EC T I 
8 an impartial enquiry after religious 


truth, as I am now recommending, to- 
gether with an open and ſteady profeſſion of 


it, will likewiſe have a tendency to prevent. 


the erection of an Eccleſiaſtical tyranny,—to 
preſerve Chriſtianity in its native purity, — 
and conſequently to promote the intereſt and 
happineſs of ſucceeding generations. 


Every one who is converſant in Church 
hiſtory, muſt have obſerved, that from the 
time when Chriſtianity became a national 
eſtabliſhment, under the auſpices of Con- 
ſtantine, a tyranny has been erected over the 
conſciences of men. Still more evident is 
it, to what a height this tyranny was carried, 
by the aſſiduity, fraud, and power, of the 
Roman Pontiffs ; ſo that in ſome ages its 
claims were ſo exorbitant, and ſo evidently 
incompatible with the eſſential rights and li- 


| berties of mankind, as to enact that no man 


might even ſo much as buy and ſell, unleſs 


in all religious concerns by yielded implicit. 


ſubrmſhon. (Rev. 13. 17.) 

At length, „ this deſpotic hierar- 
chy, in the wantonneſs of power, became ſo 
exceedingly oppreſſive, and executed its edits 
in ſo cruel a manner, that the yoke could no 
longer be patiently borne. The foundation of 
church rnd: was carefully inveſtigated, 
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by ſome whoſe minds were rouſed from their 
lethargy, and it was found to conſiſt wholly 
of ſand. Boldly therefore was it attacked, 
and the enormous fabric, almoſt in an in- 
ſtant, tottered on its baſe ; nor could its total 
deſtruction have been prevented, had not the 
civil powers been called in, and exerted them- 
ſelves ſtrenuouſly in its defence. Now it 15 
well known, from long experience, that the 
edits of princes, or acts of parliament, ſe- 
conded by a military force, have a much 

ter and more certain effect on men, than 
the Chriſtians weapons of reaſon and. argu- 
ment ; conſequently the attack was not at- 
tended with all that ſucceſs, which its friends 
and abettors had ardently wiſhed for. Some 
of the outworks however were carried, and 
have to this day been poſſeſſed by the affailants. 
But here, alas, the matter ended! Thoſe cham- 
pions 1n the cauſe of liberty, could not, or at 
leaſt did not, make that uſe of their victory 
which might reaſonably have been expected. 
Too eaſily were they prevailed on to erect 
other fabricks, in many reſpects reſembling 
that they had ſtormed, which after a time be- 
came almoſt as formidable to others, as that 
had formerly been to them. 

The Reformation was indeed attended with 
many very intereſting and important advan- 
tages, tho' not with all that were either wiſh- 

ed or expected. Human authority ſtill, armed 


"Of the Cbriſiams Right G. 3 


with the ſanction of law, and attended with 
worldly emoluments, by its threatnings or 
allurements, induces numbers to bow the 
knee; and ſo long as thoſe penalties and 
emoluments are held out to men, many will 
continue to be influenced by them. This 
_ pernicious principle of judging for other men, 
and domineering over their conſciences, in 
whatever way it be maintained, has always 
been, is now, and ever will be, the greateſt 
obſtruction to all reformation, and utterly 
inconſiſtent with an honeſt and free enquiry 
after the truth. Now who are the perſons 
the moſt likely to oppoſe this authority, and 
to bear a firm and undaunted teſtimony againſt 

it? Not ſurely thoſe who agree to ſupport it; 
but men of different principles and of a dif- 
ferent conduct. | | 
A celebrated hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the 
way in which civil liberty, under a monar- 
chical government, muſt be preſerved from 
_ degenerating into deſpotiſm, hath obſerved 
That © the influence of the clergy, in an 
age of ſuperſtition, might be uſefully em- 
* ployed to aſſert the rights of mankind : but, 


“he adds, ſuch is the connection between the 


&« throne and the altar, that the banner of the 
church has very ſeldom been ſeen on the 
* fide of the people. A martial nobility and 
* ſtubborn commons, poſſeſſed of arms, tena- 
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« cious of property, and collected into conſti- 
„ tutional afſemblics, form the only barrier 
« which can perpetually reſiſt the perpetual 
* enterprizes of an aſpiring prince.” 

| Now if the banner of the church (that is 
an eſtabliſhed church) has very ſeldom been 


een on the ſide of the people, with reſpect. 


to their civil liberty, has it not ſtill more 
ſeldom appeared on that fide in behalf of 


their religious liberty? Nay would it not even 


ſeem, from the above-mentioned connection, 
that it is never to be expected there? Men of 
an independent ſpirit then, who think and af 
for themſelves, unreſtrained by fear, and un- 


allured by wordly emoluments ; men poſſeſſed 


of ſcripture truth and goſpel liberty, tenacious 


of ſo invaluable a poſſeſſion, and who are 
collected into diſtin& aſſemblies for the pro- 


feſſion and propagation of it; men, in ſhort, 
who confider themſelves as citizens of heaven, 
and who in conſequence of that, expreſs a 
generous contempt of the pleaſures and pains 


| which the world may hold out to them, with 


a view to engage them from the path of their 
duty ; — theſe are the perſons who form the 
only barrier, which can prevent the erection 
of an ecclefiaſtical tyranny ; or reſtrain the 
hand of ambition from drawing its chains 
over both the actions and the minds of 


men. Now to prevent this is certainly an 
object of great importance, ſince eccle/ro/tical 


— 
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deſpotiſm is much more deteſtable in its 


nature, and pernicious in its conſequences, 


than any civil tyranny whatſoever; and I be- 
lieve the experience of all ages will evince, 
that ſo long as the proſpe& and example of 
freedom are before the eyes of men, . they 
will wear the chains of I with much 


greater reluance. 


Befides, ſuch a procedure i is not only 2 
barrier againft the encroachments of deſpo- 
tiſm, it is alſo a preſervative of Chriſtianity 
in its primitive ſtate, and of courſe will be 
conducive to the intereſt and happineſs of ſuc- 
ceeding generations. In the ſcriptures, reli- 
gion is delineated as ſhe deſcended from hea- 


ven, arrayed in her native purity ; but by a 


long refidence on earth, among a weak and 


degenerate race of beings, ſhe has contracted 


a conſiderable mixture of error and corrup- 
tion. So great indeed is the change ſhe has 
undergone, that what is now in various parts 


of the world called Chriſtianity, ſcarcely bears 


the moſt diſtant reſemblance to her, which 
originally came down from heaven; ſo that 


were men to form their judgment of the doc- 


trines and worſhip which Jeſus and his apoſ- 
tles have taught, from what they ſee and hear 


of thoſe matters in ſeveral countries which 


bear the appellation of Chriſtian, their rejec- 
tion of Chriſtianity could not be furprizing. 
Rather, is it not ſurprizing that thinking men 


7 
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ſhould ever imagine ſuch abſurdities to be of 


divine appointment ?#* 

It is an enquiry of great importance, there- 
fore, How this alteration has been effected; 
fince a knowledge of the cauſe, or cauſes, 
which contributed to produce ſuch a change, 
will of courſe throw confiderable light on 
the means to be made uſe of as a- future 
preſervative. 


Now it cannot, I think, be in the leaſt doubt- 


ed of by any, who are acquainted with the 
hiſtory of mankind, that the ambition of the 


human heart, prompting men to domineer 
over the conſciences of others, and to impoſe 
their own mandates as the rule of faith, has 
been the capital ſource of all the corruptions, 


ſuperſtitions, and errors, which have ſo greatly 


— 
7 


"on 


* There is a remarkable inſtance of this, with | 


regard to the Jews, in the Harleian Miſcellany ; 
the ſubſtance of which is as follows: About three 
hundred of their Rabbies, called rogether from 


ſeveral parts of the world, aſſembled in the year 


1650, in the plain of Ageda in Hungary, to ex- 
amine the ſcriptures with a view to ſolve this 


queſtion, Whether Chriſt be already come, or 


whether they may yet expect his coming. Among 
other objects of their enquiry, in order to obtain 


a ſolution of their difficulty, this was one: If 


Chriſt be come, what rules and orders hath he 
left his church to walk by ? As they would not 
conſult the New Teſtament on this occaſion, they 


required ſome other inſtruftion. Accordingly fix 


i 
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in the apoſtolic age, but did not attain its full 


be aſked, How fo aſtoniſhing a bric as this 


that church, is the baſis on which it reſts; 


the apoſtles had left to the church. But on hear- 


diately rent their cloaths, cried out aloud Blaſ- 
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defaced the Chriſtian religion. This ſpirit 
of impoſition conſtitutes a principal part of 


that my/tery of iniquity, which began to work 


height till ſeveral centuries afterwards, when 
by gradual advances it at laſt was eſtabliſhed 
on the ruins of Chriſtianity 
In the eight century, the church of Rome 
attained her higheſt grandeur, when the inha- 
bitants of the earth were made drunk with the 
wine of her fornication. (Rev. 17, 2.) If it 


was erected ? The anſwer is equally obvious 
and important The uſurped dominion over 
men's conſciences, claimed and exerciſed by 


and the egregious folly of the people, in ſub- 


mitting to that dominion, has added ſtrength 
and permanency to it, 


1 


-» 


of the Romiſh Clergy (who had been purpoſely 
ſent thither by the Pope) being admitted into the 


| council, opened to them the rules and doctrine of 


the choich of Rome ; which they affirmed to be 
the very doctrine of Chriſt, and the very rules that 


ing that the Pope is the Vicar of Chriſt, and the 
ſucceſſor of Peter ;—that there 1s a real preſence 


of Chriſt in the ſupper ;—that ſaints are to be in · 
voked, and images made uſe of, &c. they imme- 


phemy ! Blaſphemy |! and the council broke up, 
Harleian Miſcell. Vol. 1, Page 369. 
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This is a point of great importance, which 


it were to be wiſhed that every one wearing 


the Proteſtant name, clearly underſtood. 
The name of Popery indeed ſeems in general, 


among all denominations of Proteſtants, to 
be held in ſufficient deteſtation, as containing 


in it ſomething exceedingly pernicious; but 
its nature, alas, is little attended to, and its 
ſpirit is imbibed by many, who are frequently 
heard to exclaim againſt it. For, What is 
the ſpirit of Popery ? Is it not the impoſing 
of the determinations of one man, or of a 
ſet of men, or the conſciences of others, by 
whatever means may appear the moſt effectual 


to accompliſh it, and thereby precluding all 


free enquiry reſpeRing the things that are 
thus impoſed ? Where then this power of 


impoſing is claimed by any, whether pope, 


king, parliament, biſhops, or church, there 


the very ſoul of popery exiſts ; and though for 


the preſent many ſuperſtitious practices may 


be expunged, yet no aſſurance can be had that 
theſe, and even worſe, will not again be in- 


troduced. For, whoever has a right to im- 
poſe any one doctrine, or any one practice, 
on any of his fellow men, has a right 
to impoſe a thouſand, nor can any line be 


drawn whereby the boa ndary can be aſcer- 


tained. That reformation therefore which 
conſiſts merely in transferring an unjuſt 
authority from one fet of men to another, 


N 
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is rather nominal than real; and what im- 
provements ſoever may be made in other 
reſpects, while this remains it is exceedingly 
defective. 

The cauſes that contributed to the deſtruc- 
tion of Chriſtianity, in a great part of the 
Chriſtian world, being now explored, the 
means of reſtoring it to its primitive original, 
or of preſerving it from future corruptions, 

appear ſufficiently obvious. Freedom of en- 
quiry, and freedom of practice, are the only 
means that can effectuate fo glorious a work. 
For, tho' genuine Chriſtianity can be pro- 
duced only by the powerful agency of its all 
glorious Author, yet I may ſafely affirm, that 
whenever his agency is exerted on men, it 
operates in the manner I am now deſcribing: 
it influences the mind to ſerious, diſpaſſion- 


ate enquiry, and induces them to act with 


firmneſs and vigour. | 
Thus long before the Roman hierarchy re- 
_ ceived its greateſt blow, at the well-known 
era of the reformation, there were ſeveral 
whom God raiſed up, and enabled to bear 
a glorious teſtimony againſt it. Among the 
principal of thoſe magnanimous witneſſes, we 
may reckon Huſs, and Wickliffe, eſpecially 
the latter of them, who nobly defended the 
rights of contin. and tho' they could not 
diſpel the thick gloom of error and ignorance, 
which at that time overſpread the Chriſtian 
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world; they however diffuſed ſuch a light as 
was never afterwards totally extinguiſhed, but 
laid the foundation on which the Reforma- 
tion was built, and on which alone primitive 
Chriſtianity can be ſupported. For, as an hiſ- 
torian of thoſe times obſerves, when ſpeaking 
of the beginning of Luther's oppoſition to the 
Papal hierarchy, fo ſmall a ſpark as that col- 
liſion made, could never have raiſed ſo great 
a fire, if the world had not been ſtrongly diſ- 
poſed to it, by the juft prejudices they had 
conceived againſt the Popiſh clergy, on ac- 
count of their ignorance and lewdneſs, and 
by the corruptions of doctrine and worſhip 
which they perceived in that church : and 
he adds, that thoſe corruptions were of ſo 
groſs a nature, that a very ſmall proportion 
of common ſenſe, with a ſhght attention to 
the New Teſtament, were ſufficient to diſ- 
cover them.* Succeeding generations there- 
fore, it is evident, were highly indebted to 
thoſe celebrated men, for their fortitude in 
combating ſo formidable a foe ; and their 
names will be tranſmitted to poſterity with 
honour, while thoſe of their oppreſſors are 
held in contempt. 
If then to examine doctrines, to rectify 
errors, and to correct abuſes, be juſt, hon- 


* Burnet's Hiſt. of the Reformation, Vol. 1. page 30. 
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ourable, and neceſſary, at one time, it is fo 
always ; and if it be juſt, honourable, and 
neceſſary for any one Chriſtian to do this, 
it is equally fo for all, as indeed it is eve 

one's indiſpenſible duty. For ſo long as 
doctrines or duties are received and attended 
to merely on the authority of men, ſuch faith - 
and obedience can never be acceptable in the 
eye of God, as they are deſtitute of that eſſen- 
tial ingredient in all acceptable performances, 
A regard to the Divine Authority. Thoſe 
perſons therefore, and thoſe only, who have 
thrown off the fetters of human impoſitions, 
and who at all events dare to think and act 
for themſelves, are capacitated to preſerve 
chriſtianity pure; and it were I think eaſy 
to prove, by a collection of hiſtorical facts, 
that the preaching, writing, converſation, 
and conduct of {ſuch perſons, have more or 
leſs in every age effeQtuated ſo glorious an 
object. Is it not evident to every intelligent 
perſon, that we in this land in the preſent 
day, are greatly indebted to our illuſtrious 
and magnanimous anceſtors called Puritans, 
not only for the religious liberty which we 
enjoy, but alſo for that purity in doctrine 
and worſhip, which in ſome degree at leaſt 
at preſent exiſts among us ? Ought not we 
therefore to manifeſt an equal regard to 
aur poſterity, and aſſiduouſſy endeavour, by 
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carefully ſearching after truth, and reſolutely 
oppoſing all innovations, to tranſmit Chriſ- 
tianity to them in its native fimplicity, un- 
adulterated by the traditions of men ? Is not 
a procedure of this kind, as Chriſtians, our 
incumbent duty; a duty which we owe both 
to God and to numbers of our ſpecies which 
are yet unborn? By ſuch a conduct, and by 


ſuch a one only, we may have the pleaſure to 
reflect, future generations will riſe up and 


call us bleſſed; and a people will be formed 


in our own Iſle to be witneſſes for Chriſt, 
as long as the ſun and moon endure. What 
heart that feels the importance of Chriſtianity, 
and beats with affection towards the riſing 
generation, can remain undetermined what 


conduct to hold, when a motive like this 1 18 


rightly perceived! 
CE CTIOMN FF. 


_— a freedom of enquiry, moreover, 
will greatly contribute to form a judicious, 
ſolid, and ufeful Chriſtian.ä— Now to be a 
judicious Chriſtian, is undoubtedly an acqui- 
tion of great importance, fince it is the ſub- 
ject of many a ſcriptural prayer; and ſuch 
Chriſtians, on a compariſon with others, 
are denominated perfect, nay are even dig- 


nified with the honourable appellation of 
fathers. 


I 
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But how ſhall ſo deſirable an object be 
attained ? Will the miniſtry of the goſpel 
only be ſufficient to effeQuate it? I appre- 
hend not. The miniſtry, *tis true, is an 
ordinance of divine appointment, one great 
end of which is, the ſpiritual improvement 


of Chriſtians, by leading them into a greater 


acquaintance with the divine will. "Thoſe 
miniſters accordingly, who feed the people 
with knowledge and underſtanding, are affir- 


med to be paſtors of whom God himſelf 


_ peculiarly approves. But then it is not hear- 


ing merely, no not even hearing the moſt 
judicious teachers, that will of itſelf make 
judicious hearers : much leſs will an injudi- 


cious miniſtry effect this; and leaſt of all can 
it be expected by perſons who run from place 


to place, and hear a mixture of truth and 


error, ſenſe and nonſenſe, without almoſt 


either any deliberation on what they hear, or 


any peruſal of the ſcriptures in order to form 
a judgment of it. 


If a Chriſtian would be judicious, he muſt | 


not only be a diligent hearer of the word, 


but an attentive reader af it too: or, to uſe 
a ſtronger phraſe, he myſt ſearch the ſcrip- 
ture; which undoubjedly implies an earneſt 
endeavour to find 6ut the true meaning of 
what is contained in that facred treaſury. 
Independent of this pr̃actice, it were in vain 
to expect, that ever we ſhould be ſkilful in 


68 Matives to enforce the E xerciſe 


the word of righteouſneſs, or have any extenſive 
acquaintance with goſpel truth. But by a 
cloſe and perſevering attention to the inſpi- 
red writings, we ſhall of courſe enjoy a 
growing acquaintance with the moſt im- 
portant objects, and the word of Chriſt will 
dwell in us richly. 

Would any Chriſtian, for example, know 
the goſpel in its native fimplicity, and per- 
ceive the baſis on which it reſts ; -- let him 
read the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt as recorded 
by the four evangeliſts, and the Acts of the 
apoſtles, compared with the prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament. Would he be ſkilful in 
diſtinguiſhing the pure truths of Chriſtianity 
from all adulterated and counterfeit doctrines;- 
let him read the epiſtles of Paul. Would 
he know what pure and 'undefiled religion is, 
in diſtinction from all unprofitable talk about 
it let him read the epiſtle of James. Would 
he acquire fortitude of mind openly to profeſs 
the truth, patience in ſuffering for his ſteady 
adherence to it, and have his veneration for 
human authority and great names abated ;— 
let him read the epiſtles of Peter and Jude. 
Would he be ſatisfied that his joys are not the 
joys of the hypocrite, but that they ariſe from 
tellowſhip with the true God, conſequently 
that they are the pledges and beginnings of 
eternal life; --let him read the epiſtles of 

John. Would he, in a word, know the 
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true ſtate and appearance of the church of 
Chriſt in this world, and how it is diſtin- 
guiſhed from the antichriſtian one; --let him 
read the book of Revelation. Thus are the 
{ſcriptures profitable for doctrine, for reprodf, 
for correction, and for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
"eſs ; that the man of God may be perfect, tho- 
. furniſhed to all good es (2 Tim. 
17.) 
; Equally too is the practice I am recom- 
mending calculated to make the Chriſtian 
folid, as it is to make him judicious. The 
former indeed 1s a natural conſequence of the 
latter. For, while even thoſe who are born 
from above, remain injudicious, and have 
not their ſpiritual ſenſes exerciſed, they are 
apt to be driven to and fro like a wave of the 
ſea, and carried about as a feather in the air, 
with every wind of doctrine to which the 
are expoſed. When they hear error deſcribed 
by the tongue of eloquence, enforced with 
all the warmth of zeal, and recommended by 
the ſanction of learning too, they are apt to 
miſtake it for divine truth, and to receive 
it as proceeding immediately from God. 
Whereas the judicious Chriſtian can inſtant- 


ly diſtinguiſh between things that differ : he 


conſiders the matter deliv a, ſeparate from 
the character of him who delivers it, and it 
is neither eloquence, zeal, nor learning, 


that can impoſe error on him under the guiſe 
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and appearance of truth. Thoſe qualities 
indeed he highly eſteems, but with him they 
can never make bitter paſs for ſweet, nor 
ſweet be taken for bitter. He knows the 
Shepherd's voice wherever he hears it, and 
cheerfully walks in the way which that 
voice preſcribes to him, even though it hap- 
pen to be the. way which is ry where 
ſpoken againſt. 

Beſides, the Chriſtian who diligently ſearch- 
es the ſcripture, will attain ſolidity in ano- 
ther view: he will not be ſhaken in his 
mind at the bad conduct of thoſe who, after 
having aſſumed the Chriſtian name, and 
perhaps worn it ſome time with a degree of 
credit, have fallen again into the paths of 
vice. He that has not turned his thoughts 
towards the conſtitution of a Chriſtian 
church, nor attentively conſidered the epiſ- 
tolary part of the New Teſtament, is apt to 
be greatly ſhaken, when he ſees ſome who 
were apparently zealous profeſſors, apoſtatiſe 
from their profeſſion, and walk again in the 
paths of immorality. The weak Chriſtian 
ſtaggers at this, and partly through his own 
defective underſtanding, and partly by the 
influence of Satan, 1s ready to think that 
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ſurely religion is an unſubſtantial viſionary 
thing ! Whereas, the man who has had his 
ſpiritual ſenſes exerciſed, and has been con- 


yerſant with the ſacred writings, recollects 
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that even in our Lord's own family there 
was a ſon of perdition, and that in thoſe 
churches erected under the eye of the apoſtles 
themſelves, there were ſeveral who were 
Chriſtians in name only and not in reality. 
When therefore he ſees thoſe who promiſed 
fair, throw off the Chriſtian garb, and aſſo- 
ciate again with the men of the world, -- nay 
who perhaps become bitter revilers of what 
they once zealouſly profeſſed ; though he can- 
not but be ſorely grieved at ſuch a procedure, 
knowing the fatal conſequences that will at- 
tend it with reſpe& to many, yet it does not 
at all affect his mind as to Chriſtianity itſelf, 
or in the leaſt diminiſh his eſteem for it. On 
the contrary, it is rather a confirmation of 
his faith, as he knows that ſuch a pro- 
cedure is an accompliſhment of ſcripture 
declarations. | | | 

After what has been obſerved relative to 
the practice I am pleading for, having a direct 
tendency to form a judicious and ſolid Chriſ- 
tian, it will be ſuperfluous to add, that ſuch 


a a perſon muſt be w/e in the ſtation he is 


placed in, be that ſtation what it may. This is 
the man who maintains ſuch an uniformity of 
character as will bear the examination of 
thoſe that are around him. This is the man 
who ſtrengthens the hands of the feeble, and 
often pours the balm of conſolation into the 
bleeding mind. This is the man who, to 


72 Motiues to enforce the Exerciſe 


uſe the Pſalmiſt's image, taken from one of 


the moſt beautiful objects in nature, is lite a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 


Forth his fruit in his ſeaſon a tree, whoſe 


branches the ſtorms may indeed bend, but 
whoſe roots it cannot touch; a ſpreading, 
fruitful tree, which is not only admired for 
its beauty, but bleſſed by the traveller for the 
ſhade, and by the hungry for the ſuſtenance 
it affords him. — This is the man, in a word, 
whoſe light will ſhine with one ſteady, undi- 
miniſhed blaze, till at laſt it be attracted into 
its genuine ſource, the Sun of everlaſting 


glory. | 
ELECTION © 


ANOTHER motive to enforce the ex- 
erciſe of this right, and which I ſhould 
imagine will be peculiarly influential on all 
that love the Saviour in fincerity, may be 
drawn from their redemption from miſery by 
the price of his blood. — Te are bought with a 
price, ſays the apoſtle to the Corinthian con- 
verts, be not ye THE SERVANTS OF MEN. 
(1 Cor. 7. 23.) What an animating motive 
Bought with a price—not a price compoſed 
of filver and gold, nor of crowns and king- 


doms, — but a price of infinite greater value, 


even the Saviour's precious blood | Frequent- 
ty reflect then, Chriſtians, both on what you 
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are redeemed from, and what an inconceivable 
price was paid for your redemption! Remem- 
ber that as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf 
for you, to redeem you from all iniquity, 
that ye might not continue to be the ſervants 
of /in; ſo he gave himſelf for you to re- 
deem you from your vain conver ſation recerved 
by tradition from your fathers, that ye might 
not be the ſervants of men. 

Long, perhaps, did many of you practiſe 
the ſuperſtition of your fathers, -- long en- 
gage in a vain converſation, or in a” vain 
worſhip, while ye were ignorant of your folly, 
and thoughtleſſly trod in the ſteps of your 
anceitors. For, it is too true, that let a form 
of worſhip be ever ſo tedious with pompous 
ceremonies, ever ſo full of ridiculous fop- 
peries, ever ſo unworthy of reaſonable creat- 
ures to engage in, or of God to receive; - 
yet if it have deſcended down to men from 
their forefathers, and can plead the authority” 
of age and preſcription, a ſtrong attachment 
to it is rivetted in the mind, 
How many, for inſtance, are there, even' 
in this land of goſpel light, who can give no 
other account of the grounds of their wor- 
ſhip, than that their anceſtors worſhipped in 
the ſame way before them! Thus they have 
received their religion, in part at leaſt, as 
they have received their eſtates, and are 
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reluctant to enquire into the validity of the 
conveyance. But how unworthy of the 
Chriſtian character is ſuch a procedure as 
this! What little regard do ſuch perſons 
diſcover, to the commands and example of 
the great Head of the church !— Others, 


again, believe ſuch doctrines, practiſe ſuch 


duties, or worſhip by ſuch forms, becauſe 


ſome perſons of reputation for learning, or 


piety, or both, do the ſame. But is not 
this evidently to be the ſervants of men ? Is 
it not to yield an undue ſubmiſhon to their 
authority, and ſo far as lies in us to defeat, 


in one particular at leaft, the grand defign of 


the death of Chriſt? 


If then Chriſtians it be true that your 


riſen and exalted Saviour gave himſelf for 
you, to deliver you from all ſuperſtitious 


_ worſhip, implict faith, and blind obedi- 


ence ;—if he really ſuffered, bled, and died, 


that ye might not be the ſervants of men, 
and to inveſt you with a liberty of the moſt _ 
glorious kind; — then why ſhould ye be 


ſubjef to 3 of man's deviſing? Touch 


not, taſte not, handle not, after the command- 
ments and dofrines of men. (Col. 2. 20.— 22.) 
But, on the contrary, let the Redeemer's 
love conſtraln you to adhere to the rule 
which he has given you, to revere his au- 
thority as the only lawgiver to his church, 
and to bear an undaunted teſtimony againſt 
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All the innovations of your fellow men, 


Thus will you make it appear, that the great 
end of redemption is obtained in you, and 


that you are reſolved to ſtand faſt in that 


liberty wherewith Chriſt has made you free. 


That undeviating regard to the authority 


of Jeſus which I am now urging, is not a 
chimerical, but a real duty. Your obligati- 
ons to the performance of it grow out of the 
undeſerved favour he has manifeſted towards 
you. Shall any Chriſtian then, who hopes 
to enjoy the great benefits of redemption, 
ever repine at the obligations theſe lay him 
under, to oppoſe the innovations and doc- 


trines of men? Rather, will not a lively ſen- 
ſation of gratitude towards ſo generous a 


Benefactor, powerfully ſtimulate the mind of 
every redeemed perſon, to ſpend his whole 
life in ſo noble an employ? Animated by 


ſuch a motive, methinks every Chriſtian 


will exert himſelf with vigour, in oppoſing 
every doctrine and every practice, which he 
believes to be foreign to true Chriſtianity. 


But ſhould any of my readers have degraded 


himſelf ſo far, as tamely to yield to the 
authority of men with reſpect to the object 


of his faith or of his duty; I would beg 
ſach a perſon to re-conſider, how far he 
anſwers the end of his redemption, and 


whether he act as SINN * prompt 
him ? | 
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SECTION VI. 
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H E laſt motive I ſhall urge on this 
occaſion, is, the peculiar happineſs 


connected with ſuch a conduct in this world, 


and the everlaſting honours it will certainly 
be rewarded with in the future. Divine 


truth, wherever ſhe meets with a cordial re- 


ception, will always bear her own charges. 
Amply will ſhe compenſate all that love her, 
for whatever they may ſuffer on her account. 

Thoſe who keep the commandments of God, and 
have the teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt (which is 
the diſcriminating character of a true Chriſ- 
tian, Rev. 12. 17.) may be reproached, and 
fined, and impriſoned, and baniſhed from 


their native country, nay even brought to the 


ſtake, for their ſteady adherence to theſe in- 
tereſting objects: but neither reproaches, nor 
fines, nor impriſonment, nor exile, no nor 


even the moſt excruciating pains inflicted on 


them, can deprive them of that peace and 
comfort they enjoy, which is imparted to 


them by the God of truth, whoſe they are, 
and whom they ſerve. 


When the beloved diſciple was baniſhed 
into the deſolate iſland of Patmos, for the 


word of God, and for the teflimony of Jeſus 


Chr: ft, the diſcoveries of divine glory that 


were given him there, undoubtedly filled his 
ſoul with unſpeakable happineſs ; ſo that even 
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Cæſar on his imperial throne might be deem- 
ed miſerable, when compared with this aged 
and exiled faint. And even admitting that 
thoſe diſcoveries, in part at leaſt, are not to 
be expected by cvery diſciple in ſuffering cir- 
cumſtances, ftill there is enough abſolutely 
promiſed, fully to compenſate for every trial. 
Accordingly when Peter once, in the name 
of all the diſciples, propoſed this queſtion to 
his Maſter, Me have forſaken all and followed 
thee, what ſpall we have therefore? How 
memorable is the anſwer which Jeſus gave ! 
V. erily IT ſay unto you, that YE who have followed 
me in the regeneration, when the Son of man 
Shall fit in the throne of his glory, ye alſo Hall 
fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Iſrael. And EVERY ONE that hath for- 
faken houſes, or brethren, or fiſters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
ſake, and the goſpels, ſhall receive a hundred 


Fold NOW IN THIS TIME. (Mart. 19. 27 &c. 
Mark 10. 29.) 


Now the latter part of this declaration, is 
certainly expreſſive of that peace and conſo- 


lation which ſuch perſons ſhall enjoy, partly 


from the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
partly from that inward ſenſe of the divine 
approbation, which the God of truth will 
aſſuredly give to all who ſuffer in ſo righteous 
a cauſe. This conſideration therefore ſhould 
2nimate the mind, firmly to adhere to the 
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cauſe of truth; ſince a good conſcience is a 
continual feaſt, and a ſenſe of the divine 
approbation the higheſt pleaſure that our 
nature, in this preſent ſtate, is capable of 
enjoyipg. A faithful diſcharge of our duty, 

will afford a pleaſure, I Had almoſt faid 
infinitely ſuperior to what we can derive from 
any other ſource. Not that any ſhould court 


| Perſecution with a view to enjoy the comfort 


that is promiſed to perſons in ſuch a ſtate :. 
for in this way they would I believe be greatly 
| diſappointed. But ſuch promiſed comfort is 
ſurely a ſufficient reaſon why a Chriſtian 
ſhould never deviate from the path of duty, 
in order to avoid the diſpleaſure of men. 

The Chriſtian's proſpects however, are 
not confined within the narrow bounds of 
this life, but are equally extenſive with the 
promiſes of God. Already he has the earn- 
eſt of his inheritance : even now everlaſting 
life is begun in him; ang he looks forward 
with a ſteady eye towards that period, when 
he ſhall be put in the entire poſſeſhon of that 
inheritance which he believes is in reſerve 
for him, and when the everlaſting life he is 
now the ſubject of ſhall arrive at its full 
completion. Is not this enough then, Chriſ- 
tians, to inſpire you with courage in every 
conflict, and to animate. you to be faithful 
even to death ? Are not thoſe immortal 
Þonours, which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
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inſured to all that faithfully ſerve him, ſuf- 
ficient to excite the moſt generous and un- 
ſhaken fortitude in the open profeſſion of 
his goſpel? What, though you be deprived 
of worldly honours and emoluments,— 
though you ſhould be ſtigmatiſed as perſons 
of an illiberal complexion, and your names 
caſt out as evil, though you ſhould forfeit 
the eſteem of thoſe whoſe approbation next 
to that of your Divine Maſter you could 
moſt defire, —though, in a word, you ſhould 

ſuffer the loſs of all things for your adherence. 
to the way of truth, ſurely the never-fading 
crown of glory will amply compenſate for 
it all | | | 

Soon, very ſoon, will this world, with 
all its pomp and fplendour, and with all its 
ſorrows and ſufferings too, for ever paſs 
away, — ſoon will a never-ending ſcene pre- 
ſent itſelf to our view; then to have fought 
| the good fight, to have been valiant for the 

truth, to have taken up our croſs and fol- 
lowed our Divine Mafter in the ways of his 
appointment, will aſſuredly terminate in im- 
mortal honour and everlaſting joy. 

Would you then, Chriſtians, inviolably 
maintain your allegiance to your glorious 
Sovereign, -would you cheriſh in your minds 
a cordial love to the truth, would you as far 
as lies in your power prevent the erection of 
an eccleſiaſtical tyranny, preſerve your reli- 
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gion in its native purity, and contribute to 


the happineſs of ſucceeding generations, — 
would you be judicious, ſolid, and uſeful, — 
would you in ſome meaſure behave as thoſe. 
who are redeemed at an invaluable price, — 

would you, in fine, enjoy ſubſtantial hap- 
pineſs in this life, and everlaſting felicity 
and honour in that world which is to come 


then examine with freedom and act with 


firmneſs. Let your hearts be ound in God's 
commandments, and deſpiſe thoſe little, low, 
and ſordid motives, by which baſer minds 
are aCtuated, as unworthy of a place in a 
Chriſtian's breaſt. : 


0 


Yr off 


CHAPTER 1V. 


Directions relative to the proper Regulation f 
the Chia s right. 


S a concluſion of the whole, I will now 
give a few hints, by way of direction, 
relative to the Regulation of the right which 
I have been pleading for and enforcing; and 
I would hope that a due attention to them 
will be ſubſeryient in promoting the Chriſ- 
tian's improvement, comfort, and honour. 
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FP HE firſt thing which appears to me 
requiſite to be attended to in this mat- 
ter, is, Todiveſt ourſelves as much as poſſible 
of all partiality and prejudice; and to preſerve 
a genuine ſimplicity of mind, ready to receive 
the impreſſions of truth, how contrary ſoever 
theſe may be to our former opinions. By 
partiality and prejudice I would be underſtood 
to mean, ſuch a fondneſs for the notions we 
have imbibed, by what means ſoever we have 
imbibed them, as in a great meaſure, if not 
wholly, precludes any further enquiry into 
the grounds of them; and, in many caſes 
at leaſt, has ſuch an influence on the 
mind, as effectually to ſtifle the impreſſions 
of truth. 

The notions which are imbibed by 4 
tion and converſe, as we grow up from 
childhood to maturity, reſpecting both points 
of doctrine and modes of worſhip, have fre- 
quently a greater influence than men are 
aware of; ſo that there is a reluctancy to ex- 
amine the truth of thoſe doctrines, and the 
propriety of thoſe modes of worſhip, which 
differ from what we have long been accuſ- 
tomed to. From this principle it was, that 
the fathers of the church (as they are called) 
even after the reformation begun, had ſo 
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great an influence on the minds of men, that 


ſcarcely any truth or duty was thought to be 


ſufficiently confirmed by ſcripture teſtimo- 
mes, without additional vouchers from theſe 
ancients; and accordingly Tertullian, and 
Chryſoſtom, and Auſtin, and Jerome, re- 
gularly took, their places on the ſame bench 
of judgment, with Paul, and Peter, and 
James, and John. Happily however this 


prejudice is eradicated out of the breaſts of 


many, and when thoſe ancients are produced 


againſt them as competent judges, they 


plainly deny the fact, and immediately ap- 
peal to a higher tribunal, the writings of 
Chriſt and the apoſtles only. 
Prejudice then is a plant exceedingly per- 
nicious ; which, when it grows to any 


conſiderable height, caſts its deadly ſhade 


over all the precious ſeeds of reaſon and of 
truth, If therefore we would make a pro- 
ficiency in ſpiritual knowledge, if we would 
maintain a conduct uniform and honourable, 
correſponding to the will of God as revealed 
in his word, we muſt impartially and in- 
genuouſly examine the ſcripture, where 


alone thoſe truths and duties are contained 


which it is incumbent on Chriſtians to be- 
heve and to practiſe. 

The facred penmen accordingly, have giv- 
en frequent exhortations to ſuch a procedure, 
as a neceſſary mean to facilitate our growth 


CY 
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in genuine Chriſtianity. With all ſimplicity, 
as new-born babes, ſays the apoſtle Peter, de- 
fire the ſincere, or unmingled, milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby. Prejudice therefore 
| as well as paſſion, muſt be laid aſide, if we 
wouldqd not be incapacitated for religious im- 
provement. How is it poſhble, indeed, that 
a perſon ſhould learn the doctrines or duties 
of Chriſtianity, whilſt he is under the influ- 
ence of ſo pernicious a principle When ſuch 
a perſon reads the ſacred books of ſcripture, 
he 1s perpetually liable to pervert or ſtrain 
them, in order to make them ſpeak his own 
_ ſenſe. At one time perhaps he is ſo ſharp- 
ſighted, as to find his own notions ſupported 
in thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, where the in- 
ſpired writers had not the moſt diſtant idea of 
them: at another time he has ſuch a dimneſs 
on his eyes, that he cannot ſee any thing con- 
trary to his ſcheme, even though 1t appear on 
the very face of the paſſage. What an un- 
happineſs then is it to be under the influence 
a prejudiced mind]! On the contrary, 
C happy 1s the man whoſe mind is unbiaſſed in 
the judgment he forms,--who proportions his 
aſſent to the degree of evidence, and who is de- 
ſirous to be led into an acquaintance with 
truth, by what band ſoever he may be intro- 
duced into her preſence. ' 
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| gb all our enquiries after truth and duty ” 
we ought, in a dependence on divine 
1 to make the beſt uſe of our own 


underſtandings. It is, in my view, a firſt 
principle in religion, that true wifdom is the 
gift of God. It has its origin from above, 
being derived immediately from the Father 


of lights. (James. 1. 17.) If men therefore 


defire to be made partakers of it, they muſt - 
frequently and importunately addreſs them 


ſelves to him. Agreeable to this 1s the advice 
ſo repeatedly given in holy ſcripture : If any 
of you lack wiſdom, let him aſs of God —and it 


ſhall be given him. (James. 1. 5.) Again, 


Aſk, ſays our Lord, and it all he given you 3 
feek, and ye ſhall fimd : knack, and it YO be 
opened to you. (Matt. 7, 7.) 

Prayer, accordingly, and particularly for 
divine illumination, has been attended to by 
all good men, in every period of the world. 
How frequently, in the ſacred hiſtory, do we 
meet with petitions for divine direction, in 
order to obtain a more enlarged comprehen- 


ſion of ſpiritual objects. Open thou mine eyes, 


that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law ! Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy flatutes ! 
With numerous others of the ſame claſs. 
Thus then it appears, that divine wiſdom 
cannot be enjoyed, except in a way of hum- 


ble prayer. Nay I may add further, that 


Of the Chriftian's Right &c. 85 


fome who have applied themſelves to the 
{earch of religious truth, in a vain conceit 
of the ſtrength of their own intelleQual 


powers, without a regard to the divine aid, 
have been ſuffered to run into a wild extra- 


vagance of opinions, by which they have in- 
jured both themſelves and others. 

But then, as it is not ſufficient to aſk our 
daily bread of God, unleſs we be induſtrious 
in our civil affairs; equally groundleſs would 
it be to expect, that the way of truth and 
duty ſhould be made known to us, except 
by the exerciſe of our own underſtandings: | 
Such an expectation indeed, would be a great 
reflection on the Author of our nature, who 
has endued us with the faculty of reaſon, 
and thereby ennobled us above the other in- 
habitants of this terreſtrial globe. For, rea- 
fon is the eye of the mind, by which we ſee 
the evidence of Chriſtianity, and are capaci- 


rated to diſtinguiſh between one object and 


another. The man therefore who, in mat- 


ters of religion, would diſcard it as uſeleſs, 


acts full as abſurdly as he who ſhould put out 


his bodily eyes, in order to judge of the dif- 
terence of colours. 


Were not a Chriſtian, for : to make 


uſe of his reaſon or underſtanding (for J uſe 
theſe two words as ſynonimous) to find out 


for himſelf that ſenſe of ſcripture which is 
moſt agrecable to the mind of the Holy Spirit, 
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he might receive the moſt contrary ſenſes at 
the ſame time, fince it is by the uſe of reaſon 
alone that he diſcovers the contradiction. 

We ought indeed to be particularly cau- 
tious, that we do not deceive ourſelves by 
reaſoning in a wrong manner: we ſhould 
uſe our utmoſt endeavour to find out the 
principal deſign of the inſpired writers, and 
take great care to affix that ſenſe only to the 
words and phrafes of ſcripture, which thoſe 
writers themſelves intended to expreſs by 
them ;—but ſurely we ought not to give up 
the exerciſe of reaſon in any caſe whatever. 
In ſome caſes indeed it extends only to the 
words and phraſes of ſcripture (as I ſhall re- 
mark more particularly afterwards) but in 
others it extends alſo to the objects that are 
ſpoken of.—ls it not, for example, by the 
uſe of this faculty, that the doctrine of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, tho' founded (as thoſe who 
hold it affirm) on the plain words of our Sa- 

viour himſelf, is rejected as abſurd? Though 
it be readily owned, that Chriſt ſays of 
the bread This is my Body, and of we cup 
This is my Blood, yet as, if we underſtand 
the words literally, they are a flat contra- 
diction to reaſon, and as this is an object 
that may properly be ſcrutinized by reaſon , 
it is denied without the leaſt heſitation. 

Some perſons it is true, who I doubt not 
have meant well) have, I think incautiouſſy, 
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aſſerted, that reaſon ſhould always be ſub- 
mitted to faith; which kind of phraſeology 
ſeems to indicate, as though ſome of the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity were incompatible 
| with reaſon. But this, in my opinion, is a 
* great miſtake. Many of thoſe doctrines in- 
dieed are of fo ſublime a kind, as that reaſon 
could never have diſcovered them ; and now 
when they are revealed, it is far from being able 
to comprehend their nature. But then it can 
make no ſolid objection as to the truth of any 
one of them: all may be firmly believed, and 
reaſon by no means be ſtrained or perplexed.— 
Nay even that doctrine which teaches the 
ſtrict unity of God, and yet informs us that 
this one God ſubſiſts under the diſtinct ap- 
pellations of Father, Word, and Holy Spirit, 
each of whom is poſſeſſed of the properties 
and powers peculiar to Godhead, though 
greatly exclaimed againſt by many in our 
day, yet in fact has nothing that appears 
unreaſonable in it: and all the arguments 
that have been brought againſt it "ultima tely 
turn on this fingle hinge, That we mull 
judge of the manner of God's exiſtence from 
what we know of the exiſtence of bodies: 
a poſition which I am ſure is highly unrea 
ſonable, as I ſhould imagine will appear to 
every thinking perſon at firſt fight. 
Lay this down as a rule then, Chriſtians, 
that when voa have exerciſed your own un- 
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derſtandings to the beſt of your power, on 
any part of divine revelation, in a dependence 
on the great Teacher, the judgment you 
form, even tho' erroneous, muſt certainly be 
final with reſpe& to yourſelves; nor ſhould 
you ſervilely acquieſce in any other explica- 
tion, till you at ſhewn that there is a defect 
in your reaſoning, and conſequently are con- 
vinced that you have been in an error. 

The apoſtle Paul gives a decifive teſtimony 
to the caſe before us, which every Chriſtian 
who would approve himſelf to God, thould 
continually keep in view as the rule of his 
procedure. When treating of the different 


ſentiments reſpecting days and meats, that pre- 


vailed among the Chriſtians at Rome, in 
order to heal the diviſions that had taken 
place among them, he gives this very expreſs 
and extenſive canon : Let every man be fully 


| fer ſuaded in his ton mind. (Rom. 14. 5 
The obvious meaning of which feems to be 


this : Let him carefully examine the rule of 
his religion, to find the directions that are 
given him there; and then act according to 
the beſt light he can derive from it, giving 
his brother full liberty to do the ſame. Par- 
Lcularly let him be ok that he do not act 
contrary to what his conſcience dictates after 
ſuch an examination, ſince he will tucreby 
certainly ſtand ſelf- condemned. 
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The natural concluſion from the apoſtle's 
maxim therefore is, T hat a man's own deter- 
mination of the ſeriſe of ſcripture, ought to 
be his laſt guide in whatever relates to religi- 
ous matters. It is indeed the only ſafe prin- 
ciple on which he can proceed ; and to a& 
contrary to it in any inſtance is not only 
weak, but wicked too, ſince in all ſuch caſes 
there 1s a dire& violation of the divine au- 
thority; or, which amounts to the ſame thing, 
what he e/teems to be ſuch. The dictates of 


our own conſciences then, in every poſſible 


caſe, ought to give law to our actions; and 
in every inſtance in which we deviate from 


this rule, we not only ſtand ſelf- condemned, 
but are adjudged by apoſtolic deciſion to be 
guilty of fin. For whatſoever is not of faith, 
whatever is contrary to the perſuaſion of a 
a man's own mind, is in. (Rom. 14. 23.) 
This perſuaſion, ariſing from an attentive” 
ſurvey of the evidence propoſed, is a man's 
laſt reſourſe ; and a conduct in all reſpects 
correſponding to this, being a ſufficicnt proof 
of the integrity of the mind, is certainly en- 
titled to the approbation of all. 
To conclude, let diligence and dependence, 
induſtry and devotion, join together, and 
you need not doubt the happy ſucceſs. You 
know who- hath ſaid, Incline thy ear to wif- 


dem, and apply thy heart to underſtanding : if 
- 
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thou crieſt after knowledge, and lifieſi up thy 
voice for underſlanding ; i thou ſeekeſ? her as 
filver, and ſearcheſt for her as for hidden trea- 
fares ; then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God. (Prov. 
2. 2.—6.) : 


SECTION III. 


T will be of great uſe too, for the proper 
regulation of this important right, Never 
to be ſolicitous to know more of thoſe ob- 
jects which are matters of pure revelation, 
than what the Holy Spirit has thought fit to 
reveal to us, in the ſcripture : but, on the 
contrary, to reſt perfectly ſatisfied with thoſe 
diſcoveries that he has made. 

There ſeems to be an aptitude in man, to 
attempt being wiſe above what is written, 
and to give explications of things which he 
neither does know any thing of, nor poſſibly 
can, in his preſent ſtate. From this ſource 
have ariſen numerous diſputes, reſpecting 
objects which, thoſe diſputers would have 
it thought, pertained to Chriſtianity; but 
which, in fack, were no other than the 
creatures of their own imagination. Were 
it likely to anſwer any good purpoſe, a long 
and curious hiſt, reſpecting ſuch matters, 
might be produced, about which men who 
have been called the Doctors of the church, 
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have diſputed, and quarrelled, and even ana- 
thematized one another; though perhaps the 
knowledge of the objects in diſpute, even 
ſuppoſing that they really exiſted, was of no 
more conſequence in Chriſtianity, than to 
know the preciſe meaning of Higgaion, Selah. 

(Pfal. 9. 16.) 
It will be of fingular uſe therefore to diſ- 
tinguiſh well between thoſe things that fall 
under the cognizance of our ſenſes, and 
which conſequently may with propriety be 
reaſoned on, and thoſe objects that are mat- 
ters of pure revelation, of which we know 
nothing at all further than the revelation 
itſelf informs us. But if men will extend 
their reaſon beyond the bounds which its 
Author has preſcribed for it,—if they wall 
meddle with matters which are quite too high 
for them, it is no wonder that they run into 
the greateſt abſurdities. 

Would it not, for example, be highly ab- 

ſurd, for any perſon to form a notion of 
| ſpirits, from what he has obſerved to be the 


properties of bodies? Would it not be thought 
extremely ridiculous, for a man that had 


been blind from his birth, to propoſe giving 
lectures on the nature of colours? Equally 
abſurd are all attempts to explain, or reaſon 
on, ſeveral parts of divine revelation. The 
wiſeſt of men indeed have never attempted it. 
Nor did ever any perſon make the attempt, 
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but he 1 both Ane. and his read- 


ers, in a labyrinth of perplexity. Nor can 
I] conceive how it ſhould be otherwiſe. For, 
when men, who have been accuſtomed to 
exerciſe their reaſoning powers on various 
objects, puſn their reſearches into matters of 
this kind, they reſemble one who argues on 
the objects of a /ixth ſenſe, when at the ſame 
time he is poſſeſſed only of five. As ſoon 
indeed may we expect to ſee a ſmaller circle 
contain a greater, as to ſee a finite being 
comprehend the nature of him who is in- 
finite. 

To this claſs of objects, which are matters 
of pure revelation, may be referred, The 
manner of God's exiſtence — the diſtinction, 


and unity, of the Father, Son, and Holy 


Spirit—the union of the divine nature and 
the human in the perſon of Chriſt - with 
ſeveral others that bear a ſimilarity to theſe. 
Now it 1s certain we cannot argue about 
theſe matters from any thing we are at preſent 
acquainted with, ſince we cannot poffibly 
tell wherein they agree or diſagree, and to 
argue about them from things we are not 
acquainted with, carries abſurdity on the 
face of it : the bs concluſion therefore 
is, That they are not to be argued about at 
all, but received and believed implicitiy on 
the authority of God. The reality and cer- 
tainty of thoſe objects, and not the manner 
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of their exiſtence, is what conduces to the 
Chriſtian's comfort; conſequently, a good 
man, initead of vainly attempting to explain 


or account for things of this nature, ſhould 


rather thankfully embrace them, and adore 
the Divine goodneſs that ever ſuch important 
diſcoveries were made. The uſe and not the 


nature of thoſe objects, are what we ſhould 


particularly be concerned to know, fince it 


is the former and not the latter which con- 


tributes to our happineſs. A man, for in- 
ſtance, may be an excellent navigator, he 
may both enrich himſelf and others by his 


ſuperior ſkill in maritime affairs, and yet be 


totally unable to account either for the falt- 
neſs of the ſea, or the action of the air. In 
like manner a Chriſtian may uſe the objects 
I have been ſpeaking of, for all the purpoſes 
of the Chriſtian life, — he may believe, 
adore, love, and obey (the ſum total of 
Chriſtianity) and yet be unable to explain 
the modus of thoſe objects. The intelligent 


_ Chriſtian neither lays by his reaſon as uſeleſs, 


nor exerciſes it on matters that are entirely 
too high for him : he uſes 1t as a talent which 


Gad has entruſted him with, and he enjoys 


the advantages which naturally reſult from 
it. Eully perſuaded of the veracity of God, 
and of the vaſt importance of the objects 


revealed, he receives the truth in the love of 
it, and feels its ſalutary effects on his mind. 
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In a word, the proper province of reaſon 
is, in a dependence on divine direction, to 
find out the true ſenſe of ſcripture, that ſenſe 
which a man apprehends is ſuggeſted to him 
by the moſt obvious and unforced meaning 
of the ſacred volume, and having found this, 
it is ſurely the moſt reaſonable thing in the 
world, to admit it as infallibly true on the 
authority of him who cannot deceive And 


on the other hand, to reject this ſenſe of 


ſcripture, merely becauſe we cannot compre- 
hend how it is, is highly unreaſonable, ſince 
the ſame principle, purſued in its conſequen- 
ces, would lead us to doubt both of the na- 
tural and moral perfections of God, nay 
even of our own exiſtence too. 
Be careful then Chriſtians to diſtinguiſh 
between objects of pure revelation, and ob- 
jects that fall under the cognizance of reaſon, 
as a miſtake here may be attended with many 
pernicious conſequences. Where ſuch a diſ- 
tinction is not made, perſons are apt to con- 
found believing with reaſoning. Hence, 
through the pride of the human heart, the 
plaineſt truths of revelation have been diſ- 
carded ; and many of the ſons of ſcience in 
later ages, as well as thofe of old, have 
eſteemed the genuine goſpel to be fooliſhneſs. 
This is a rock which numbers have ſplit on, 
and thereby ſuſtained irreparable injury. 
Happy the man who cautiouſly avoids it, 
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who ſteers his courſe by the divine chart, 
till he reach the port of celeſtial felicity 


%% 


SECTION. “˙¹ 


F, moreover, we would enjoy the divine 
approbation, we ſhould fix in our minds 
a firm reſolution to believe and act in all 
reſpects, as it appears to us that we are taught 
and commanded by the holy ſcripture ; how 
contrary ſoever to our former notions, or 
how diſadvantageous ſoever to our temporal 
intereſts. | 
What advantage can poſſibly accrue to any 
man from ſearching the ſcripture, unleſs he 
firmly reſolve to believe and act as it appears 
to him that he is taught and commanded by 
that ſacred book ? Such a perſon indeed, by 
peruſing thoſe ancient records, may gratify 
his natural curiofity, from the hiſtorical nar- 
ratives contained in them, and from the ac- 
count he meets with of what has been believed 
and praiſed by a numerous people in a long 
ſucceſſion of ages. He may gratify his pride 
too, by inveſtigating the ſyſtem of Chriſtia- 
nity, in order to diſplay his abilities to others, 
and obtain the incenſe of popular applauſe. 
But then it 1s evident he does not treat the 
ſcriptures as the word of God, ſince he has 
not formed any reſolution to comply with 
their contents, which he moſt aſſuredly 
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would, were he fully perſuaded of tlieir Di- 
vine authority. He reads them much in the 
ſame manner as a Chriſtian reads the Alcoran 
of Mahomet, not as deſigning to believe and 
act according to its directions, but to ſee 
what opinions, rites, and duties, conſtitute 
the religion which was ſo extenſively propo- 
gated by that celebrated prophet. Or as a 
perſon may read a ſyſtem of philoſophy, and 
take great pains to make himſelf acquainted 
with it, that he may beentitled to a portion 
of literary fame. — But of what utility, in a 
religious view, can ſuch a peruſal as this be? 
Unleſs indeed it ſhould pleaſe that God, 
who ſometimes makes even the. curioſity 
and paſſions of men ſubſervient to promote 
his gracious deſigns, to ſtrike a divine light 
in the ſoul, and thereby give an affecting 
view of the beauty, excellency, and impor- 
tance, of thoſe objects contained i in the ſa- 
cred volume. 

Others, again, may b the ſcripture as 
being in reality the word of God, yet when 
they meet with any paſſage that appears to 
convey a contrary doctrine to what they have 
imbibed, or that enjoins a duty, the per- 
formance of which would thwart their tem- 
poral intereſts, and perhaps expoſe them to 
ridicule and reproach ; they either put a for- 
ced conſtruction on the paſſage, which will 
by no means agree with the deſign of the 
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writer, or they endeavour to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with the thought, that great numbers 
who have been in repute both for their learn- 
ing and piety, have believed and practiſed in 
a different manner. Thus they impoſe on 
themſelves at various times, and yet would 
be thought to pay a regard to ſcripture au- 
thority. But ſurely in all caſes of this nature, 
the authority of ſcripture is out of the queſ- 
tion: perſons of this complexion, it is evi- 
dent, are influenced by an authority of a quite 
different nature from that of ſcripture; and 
though in ſome caſes they may happen to 
believe or to practiſe what is right, yet they 
certainly neither do the one nor the other 
becauſe God has taught or commanded it, 
but becauſe it is believed and practiſed by 
men of ſuch a particular deſcription: and 
what kind of Chriſtian obedience that is, 


which has no reſpect to the authority of 


God, I leave every one to judge. 

If then Chriſtians you would act in cha- 
racter, — if you would behave yourſelves in 
ſuch a manner as is pleaſing to God, and 
will conſequently give you a peaceful mind, 
firmly reſolve, in a dependence on divine 
aid, to believe whatever the ſcripture teaches 
you, and to do whatever is commanded by 
it. This alone is to make it the rule of your 
faith and practice; and ſhould ſuch a pro- 
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cedure expoſe you to the reproach of men, 
and perhaps be diſadvantageous to you in 
ſeveral reſpects, as to your temporal intereſts, 
yet (as has already been obſerved) you will 
be amply compenſated, both by a conſciouſ- 
neſs of your own integrity, and by, what is 
ſtill more valuable, a ſenſe of the Divine ap- 
probation. For it is a declaration which will 
certainly be accompliſhed, He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me ; and he that loveth me ſhall be loved 
of my Father, and we will come to him and make 
our abode with him. * 


HE laſt direction I ſhall give for the 

due regulation of ſo important a right, 
is, to guard againſt a cenſorious ſpirit to- 
wards your fellow Chriſtians who differ from 
you ; and, on the contrary, to love them 
with unfeigned affection as ſincere, though 
in.your apprehenſion miſtaking ſervants of 
your common Maſter . | 


A point of unity there muſt of courſe be, 
in which all that are real, and not merely 
nominal Chriſtians will unite. Every one 
that believeth on the Son of God, whatever 
denomination of Chriſtians he be connected 
with, or whether by the peculiarity of his 
fituation and circumſtances he be uncon- 
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nefted with any, has a view of his native 
ſtate and character as guilty and depraved,—- 
conſiders what the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
done and ſuffered for finners as the ſole re- 
quiſite of acceptance with God,—makes that 
atonement, or righteouſneſs, the ground of 
his hope and his joy, —regards the Spirit of 
God as his Sanctifier and Comforter, —in a 
word, fears God and works righteouſneſs, and 
thus has the witneſs in himſelf, and gives evi- 
dence to others, that he is paſſed from death 
to life. If then theſe things be common to 
all real believers (and common I think they 
muſt be) then it may be affirmed, that they 
are much more agreed than what they often 
clearly apprehend, or in ſome * are even 
willing to confeſs. 


The fact therefore being as I ow now 
ſtated it, is there not a ſolid foundation for 
the exerciſe of Chriſtian love with reſpect to 
all of the above complexion ? Ought not all 
who are of the character ſpecified, to eſteem 
each other as ſervants of the ſame Maſter, 
children of the ſame Father, and heirs of 
the ſame inheritance? Does it become them 
to be cenſorigus and ill-natured in their re- 
flections one on another? Rather, ſhould 
they not heartily unite in promoting the ſame 
common cauſe, in oppoſition both to the no- 
minal Chriſtians and the openly profane ? 
la the firſt ages of a when the 
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tide of contention between the Jewiſh and 
the Gentile converts ran high, the apoſtle 
endeavoured to ſtem the torrent, by inform- 
ing them that the things wherein they dif- 
fered were but of little importance, when 
compared with thoſe capital truths and du- 
ties in which they were agreed. He endea- 
voured to convince them, that the kingdom of 
God, or true Chriſtianity, is no: meat and 
drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and that they all of them were 
the ſubjects of this kingdom, though they 
contended ſo warmly about herbs and mw 
days. 

Having inculcated this truth, he next 
points out to them the uſe that ſhould be 
made of it. Let us therefore follow after the 
things which make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edify another. Let us not judge 
one another any more : but judge this rather, that 


no man put a flumbling-bloct, or on occafron to 


Fall in his brother's way. (See Rom. 15. 
throughout.) How defirable is ſuch a temper 
and diſpoſition as this; and how excellent a 
character does it form ] Happy the man who 
cultivates it with aſſiduity, and thus lets his 
moderation be known to all men. 

When indeed a party-ſpirit riſes high a- 
mong the different clafſes of Chriſtian pro- 
feſſors, and there are many zealots on both 
ſides of a diſpute, the lover of peace and 
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moderation will frequently be expoſed to 


bitter invectives, from both the parties ſo 


warmly engaged. When he would throw in 


a ſoftning word, with a view to compromiſe 
matters en them, how often is he called 
by the opprobrious term of luke- warm pro- 


feſſor, with other appellations of a ſimilar 


nature. 
At a council held in the bann century 


relpecting the Arian controverſy, after a 
great deal of fiery and ill- natured contention 


had taken place, and the prevailing party 
ſeemed determined to ſuppreſs the other by 


the rough hand of violence, a Chriſtian, 


and a lover of peace, who lived in obſcurity, 
ſtood up and ſaid : 

My brethren, the things to bi believed 
* are few; the things to be done are many: 
but you behave yourſelves as if the reverſe 
* of this were true. The apoſtle Paul tells 
you, The grace of God that bringeth ſalpation, 
* hath appeared to all men; teaching us, that 
* denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 


live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this go 


* ſent world, looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
* the glorious appearing of the great Ged, and 
* our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Concerning the 


nature of Jeſus you can diſpute inceſſantly, 
and concerning the word zrace, you will 


probably diſpute no leſs: but the reſt of 
the ſentence you diſregard as of ſmall con- 
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« ſequence or importance. What, I beſeech 


you, muſt the Jews and Pagans think of 
« you and of your religion? And what do 
* the holy angels think, who look down up- 


* on your contentions? Theſe blefled and 
* compaſſionate ſpirits pity you, and think 
you mere children. But when from con- 


* tending, you proceed to beating your fel- 


<« low-ſervants, to perſecuting and deſtroying, 
they confider you as moſt malicious and 
« wicked children; their pity is changed into 
« indignation, and they would ſtrike you 
„ dead; if the Supreme Governor did not 
« ſtay their hand, and remind them that 
&« ſuch diſorders muſt needs ariſe, and ſhall 
one day be rectified.“ 

„ So ſaid this unknown but behold 
the conſequence | The Conſubſtantialiſts“ 
& called him an Arian, and the Arians called 
t him a Conſubſtantialiſt,” + | 

A treatment fimilar to the above may the 


pacific Chriſtian expect, from thoſe whoſe 


zeal exceeds their knowledge, becauſe he re- 
fuſes to enter into their clamorous debates 
and * meaſures. Let him not however 


— 


* Thoſe who e that the ker, Son, | 


and Holy Spirit, are pofſefſed of the ſame divine 
nature. or have a natural equality. 


+ Dr. Jortin's Remarks on Ecc!. Hiſt. vol. 2. 


pag· 218. 
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be diſcouraged at this, but ſtill perſevere in ſo 
honourable a conduct; and what reproaches 
ſoever he may meet with from men, he will 
 eertainly enjoy the approbation of God. Nay 
when the ferment of paſſions which falſe zeal 
has excited, begins to ſubſide, and the minds 
of ſuch perſons are calm enough to ſee things 
in their proper colours, the peaceable candid 
Chriſtian will ſtand approved of men as well 
as of God, and enjoy that reſpect he 1 1s Juſtly 
entitled to. 

If indeed any that profeſſes the leading 
truths of Chriſtianity, give reaſon to believe 
that he is a temporizer, or would make a 
gain of godlineſs, or ſhape his religion to be 
acceptable to men, his diſguiſe ought, if poſ- 
fible, to be ſtript off, and his true character 
openly expoſed, that others may be preſerved 
from his pernicious influence. To expoſe a 
character of this kind, when there is proper 
evidence of it, is ſo far from being a breach 
of Chriſtian charity, that on the contrary 
it is a ſtrong expreſſion of it. Thus Paul, 
when his brother Peter was guilty of diſſi- 
mulation, and walked not uprightly accord- 
ing to the truth of the goſpel, expoſed his 
falſe principles before the ſociety at large, leſt 
they alſo ſhould be induced to imitate his con- 
duct. But where that integrity which ought 
ever to be maintained by the real. Chriſtian, 
appears in any one who profeſſes Chriſtia- 
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nity, he certainly is entitled to our regard, 
though we conſider him in the light of a miſ- 
taking brother. N 
There is not indeed any ſingle doctrine 
which Chriſt has taught, nor any act of wor- 
ſhip he has enjoined, no nor any precept he 
has preſcribed, but a belief of the one, and 
an obſervance of the other, will contribute 
to the advantage of any Chriſtian. But then 
ſome of thoſe doctrines, acts of worſhip, and 
moral duties, are confeſſedly of far greater 
importance than others; and in thoſe more 
important ones, as was before obſerved, all 
real Chriſtians are agreed. Since therefore 
this agreement lays the foundation of Chriſ- 
tian affection, ſince they all of them ſee but 
in part, and none can lay a claim to infalli- 
bility, is not this a reaſon, and a ſufficient 
one tao, why they ſhould exerciſe candour 
and forbearance with reſpe& to the things 
wherein they differ ? 

Every Chriſtian indeed, in perfect agree- 
ment both to the letter and the ſpirit of the 
laws of Chriſtianity, is left at full liberty not 
only to believe and to act as appears to him 
moſt agrecable to the mind of Chriſt, but 
alſo to declare his reaſons why he believes this 
doctrine, or practiſes that duty; and as pru- 
dence ſhall dictate, to argue the point at large 
with any of his brethren he occaſionally 
converſes with. And I may add, that the 
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Chriftian who is averſe to hear the reaſons 
of a brother, reſpecting the objects wherein 
they differ, ſuppoſing he has never attentively - 
confidered them, diſcovers a mind greatly 
prejudiced in his own favour ; and he who 
cannot hear ſuch reaſons afliened, without 
feeling his ſpirit inflamed with paſſion, has a 
confiderable ſhare of ſelf- importance, which 
it is both his duty and intereſt to diveſt him- 
ſelf of. 

Let it always be your ese Chriſtians, 
that every part of divine truth be the object 
of your regard, in proportion as its relative g 
importance in the goſpel ſyſtem ſeems to de- 4 
mand. Imitate the apoſtle's conduct, when | | 

F 


| he ſo nobly defended the Gentile converts 

with reſpect to their freedom from the cere- 

monial law, in ſupporting according to. your 

ability, whatever you are perſuaded is truth N 

or duty. Give place by ſubjection no not = 

for an hour, that the truth of the goſpel may - 

be continued with you. mn 
Abſurd undoubtedly it would be, if I may 4 

allude to what is ſaid of ſome ancient religt- 

oniſts, to plead for the mint, the anniſe, and 

the cummin, while the weightier matters of 

the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, are 

omitted, The rule in all caſes of this nature 

is, Theſe ought ye to have done, and nit to leave 

the other undone. (Matt. 23. 23.) 
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When however any doctrine or duty has 
been fairly and honeſtly canvaſſed between 
two parties, and after all, each thinks him- 
ſelf in the right, why ſhould not each ex- 
erciſe candour towards the other, and permit 
him both to enjoy his own ſentiments, and to 
propogate what he apprehends to be right in 
the beſt manner his abilities will admit him? 
What harm would reſult from ſuch a proce- 
dure? Does it argue a want of Chriſtian zeal ? 
No: true zeal is ſubject to the direction of 
divine precepts; and whatever, under the 
appearance of zeal, exceeds theſe bounds, is 
a falſe flame, and as ſuch is both diſpleaſing 
to God and prejudicial to men. — Will it 
weaken the Chriſtian cauſe ? No: it will ra- 
ther add ſtrength and confiſtence to it.— Will 
it be diſpleaſing in the fight of God? No: 
he has not authorized any of his ſervants to 
| judge a fellow ſervant, but has reſerved that 
province ſolely to himſelf. I ho art thou that 
judgeft another man's ſervant ? 10 his own maſ- 
ter be flandeth or falleth. (Rom. 14. 4.) On 
the contrary as was before obſerved, this kind 
of moderation will be highly acceptable to 
God, and the ſubje& of it will certainly be 

approved of by him 
While then Chriſtians ye are ſolicitouſly 
careful to pleaſe God in the whole of your 
deportment, —while ye attentively read his 
word as your ſole directory, and conſcien- 
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tiouſly attend to every branch of his will as 
there diſcloſed to you, —while ye cordially 
embrace whatever appears to you divine 
truth, and chearfully practiſe what you ap- 
W commanded duty, cultivate a ſpirit 
of love towards your fellow travellers to the 
celeſtial country, and ſincerely bid them God 
ſpeed. Lay this down as a maxim in religion, 
that a firm attachment to principles of your 
own, is perfectly conſiſtent with the moſt 


liberal ſentiments, even towards thoſe of 


your fellow Chriſtians who maintain opini- 
ons directly oppoſite to you. If at any time 
it lie in your power to ſet a brother right, 
by leading him into a further acquaintance 
with his Maſter's will, do it with pleaſure ; 
but beware of cenſuring him as wilfully blind, 
becauſe he ſees not with your eyes. How 
defirous ſoever you may be, that others may 
enter into your views of Chriſtianity, or 
adopt your ſentiments reſpecting it, be al- 
ſured that for any individual Chriſtian to do 
this, 1s not likely to anſwer any good pur- 
pole, further than he is clearly convinced 
both of their propriety and importance from 
the evidence of ſcripture. 

To conclude, whatever truth or duty ye 
are in poſſeſſion of, wherein ye apprehend 
chat ye have the advantage of your brethren, 


rejoice in it; hold it faſt; improve it; and 
thus make it appear that cyery part of God'y 


o 4 ON = G 
ePrice 5 +4, ot Mb 8 ” TB 
8 dd 3 eee 22 RA 2 


. X 8 "4 
n — 


108 Directions for the Regulation Sc. 


revealed will is precious to you, and that it 
is your higheſt ambition to pleaſe him in the 
whole of your behaviour. Keep a conſtant 
guard over your ſpirit, that it break not out 
into invectives againſt thoſe that differ from 
you, but always remember that true charity, 
that moſt excellent grace, without which all 
other things are vain, ſuffereth long, and is 
kind doth not behave itſelf unſcemly — ſeeketh 
not its on- is not eafily provoked--and rejoiceth 
in the truth. It beareth all things--believeth all 
thin g5---hopeth all things—endurcth all things. 


Thus fight the good fight in the true ſpirit 


of Chriſtianity, 5 the faith, and ye will 
finiſh your courſe with joy, and receive that 


crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord hath 
promiſed to them that love him. 
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THE END: 
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